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A Sonos Atmos soundbar 

Odd squad smartphones 
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MEDIA ENJOYMENT PU 
FOR EVERYONE 

Bluetooth Audio 
Transmitters and 
Headphones 

available at cWIclZOn.CO.Uk 



Universal Bluetooth Audio Transmitters 

For TVs and Other Media Devices 



OR 

STREAM HD AUDIO TO UP TO TWO 
BLUETOOTH HEADPHONES OR SPEAKERS 




3 WAYS TO CONNECT YOUR TV: OPTICAL, 
RCA, OR 3.5MM HEADPHONE JACK 


CLEAR, DISTORTION-FREE DIGITAL SOUND 
WITH Qualcomm' aptX™ technology 



Con nect 

Portable Bluetooth 
transmitter with 
built-in battery for 
TVs, tablets, and 
other devices 



Connect Hub 

Extended-range 
Bluetooth transmitter 
and receiver with 
pass-through for TVs 
with soundbars and 
home theaters 


Bluetooth Media Headphones 

with CinemaEAR Audio Enhancement 
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Matrix Cinema 

Media headphones for TVs 
with built-in Bluetooth, 
Bluetooth transmitters, and 
Bluetooth-enabled mobile 
devices 



Matrix Cinema ANC 

Bluetooth media 
headphones with Active 
Noise Cancelling 
technology for 
uninterrupted listening 


Copyright © 2020 MEE audio arid its logo are registered trademarks of 52E, Inc All rights reserved. 
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n, out, shake it all about, drive to Durham, get an 
eye test. Just when you thought things couldn’t get 
more complicated, Dominic Cummings made sure 
they did. The upshot, though, is garden parties and 
barbecues are on the cusp of returning. This is good 
/v news for many reasons, not least sales of this issue 
(welcome back, newsagents, we missed you). 

As we’ve made abundantly clear on the cover, you’ll find no fewer 
than 43 gadgets for the garden in here, whether that’s outdoor ones 
for making pizza and robo-mowing, or indoor hydroponic harvesters 
for turning your flat into a scene from Jumanji. 

If you are planning to venture outside the front gate, our multi-skilled 
art director Ross doesn’t just do colouring-in - he also rides bikes, so 
became a key consultant on our ‘best bikes’ feature with machines 
for roads, trails, mountains and car boots, plus electric options 
for lazy buggers. Meanwhile, our production wizard Rich doesn’t 
just spell proper, he’s also got pets - hairy pets - so as part of a 
chunky reviews section with 172 star-rated gadgets, Samsung goes 
head to head with Dyson to find the best fur-gobbling vac. 

Elsewhere, the cream of the Stuff contributor list have been busy 
testing everything from the new MacBook Air to the DJI Mavic Air 2, 
olus other tech not called Air. Enjoy. 

James Day, Editor-in-Chief / @James_A_Day 
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The Hot Fbur 
• Sonos Arc 

Smart soundbar? Splendid! 

Microsoft Surface Go 2 

Hotshot hybrid? Hooray! 

Realme X3 SuperZoom 

Zippy zoomer? Zoinks! 

XRSpace Mova 

Refined reality? Righteous! 

Vital stats Razer Opus 

These noise-cancelling headphones have 
been personally certified by Darth Vader 

Icon Vollebak Full Metal Jacket 

A disease-killing coat to hide inside until this 
whole corona thing has blown over 

Stream 

Spike Lee's hard-hitting new Vietnam drama, 
illustrated by what looks like some people 
trying to find a campsite in Suffolk 

( 20 Games 

Including a first look at Assassin's Creed 
Valhalla , in which some Scandinavian tourists 
get a bit over-boisterous 
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27 Apple MacBook Air (2020) 

Because scissors are better than butterflies 
(unless you're a lepidopterist) 

50 tested Polar Grit X 

A watch that’ll drag you up mountains (sort of) 

52 iroup test Mobile mash-up 

Five phones with a bit of a twist - there's sure 
to be one for you in here (probably) 

58 ius Pet-friendly cordless vacs 

It's a Dyson/Samsung suck-off.,, and they're 
both hair-raisingly good (literally) 

63 led Technics EAH-AZ20W 

Sorry, that 'adding a bit in brackets' theme has 
run out of steam already 

64 Tested Fujifilm X-T200 

Of course, lepidopterists need scissors too 

73 led LG 65Nano906 

But not to cut off butterflies' wings 

74 .ong-teim t DJI Mavic Air 2 

That would be awful 

74 Games 

Saints Row: The Third Remastered, 

Streets of Rage 4 
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32 Gover feature Upgrade your garden 

' ' From blazing barbies to magic mowers, these 
are the outdoor and indoor gadgets you need 
make a stay-at-home summer bearable 

47 Mini meme Mobile multiplayer games 

Play with your friends, in pyjamas if necessary 

48 } Upvoted Cycle helmets 

Hi-tech noggin protectors to keep your hair 
immaculate when you ride into a canal 

54 Instant upgrades Apple iPad Pro (2020) 

Improve your merely fantastic new tablet 

64 Stuff picks Bikes 

Two-wheeled steeds that you definitely won't 
want to ride into a canal anyway 

98) Random access memories VCR 

Ahh, Simon Bates and “sexual swearwords”... 




82 Smartphones, apps, mobile games 

Hot handsets and dreamy downloads 

84 Headphones, wearables 

In-ears, on-ears, smartwatches, fitness tech 

86 Laptops, speakers 

Porta-powerhouses and music movers 

88 TVs, soundbars, streamers 

All you need for a lazy night/day/year in 

90 Tablets, consoles, games 

Swanky slates and gaming goodies 

92 Tech toys, electric cars, VR 

Playing, driving, escaping from reality 

94 Smart home, drones, action cams, compacts 

Comfort when you're in, fun when you're out 

96 System cameras, budget buys 

‘Proper’ cameras and the best tech bargains 
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Wide you 
do that? 

The Arc is designed to be 
paired with bigger tellies, so 
it’s a bit wider than most 49in 
screens. It replaces the 
Playbar, which came out in 
2013 and was starting 
to look a bit retro. 
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ARCS AND 
RE-CREATION 

Sonos Arc 


S2day 
once more 

The Arc runs on Sonos's 
new S2 platform. You'll have 
to update your other Sonos 
speakers if you want them 
to work with it, although 
some older ones are 
not compatible. 


Compromise, eh? In an ideal world we'd all 
be driving our dream cars, having swan for 
dinner every night and turning the living 
room into the most well-equipped cinema 
this side of the Leicester Square Odeon. But 
there are things like budgets, vegetables 
and children to consider, so we make do 
with what we can. When it comes to home 
cinema, that usually means a soundbar 
rather than embedding speakers in the 
ceiling - or, if you really want to minimise 
those compromises, a Sonos Arc. 

This is the first Sonos product to support 
Dolby Atmos, so it'll use the ceiling and 
walls to bounce the sound off instead, with 
11 Class-D digital amplifiers providing the 
oomph to the 11 custom drivers that do so. 
Sonos enlisted the help of Oscar-winning 
sound engineers and Grammy-winning 
producers to ensure the Arc reproduces 
their exquisitely crafted noises as 
accurately as possible, whether you’re 
watching a brainless blockbuster, stroking 
your chin to a four-hour arthouse movie or 
listening to the latest Sting and Shaggy 
record. No need for compromise there, 
then. Except perhaps concerning your 
taste in music. 

As hot as... swan jalf rezi 
£799 / sonos.com 
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And justice 
for wall 

Stick the Arc on the wall and 
it'll adjust its sound profile 
automatically. You’ll need the 
bespoke mounting bracket to 
do so, though - and that 
will set you back an 



SIMON LUCAS 
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Even though Sonos 
is characteristically 
M coy about dishing the 

details - of amplification, driver 
materials, even driver size - you 
don’t need tohearthe Arc for long 
to know that, no matter what the 
drivers are made of, how big they 
are or how much power they enjoy, 
the combo works a treat. 

There's a mid/bass driver at 
each end of the soundbar, and 


another two firing upwards from 
nearer the centre. The other four 
main drivers angle out from the 
front and are punctuated by three 
silk-dome tweeters. 

This careful deployment of 
drivers (plus however much 
Class-D power they’re being 
fuelled by) delivers a soundstage 
that's considerably wider, and 
taller, than the Arc itself - and 
Dolby Atmos soundtracks are 
spacious, expansive and well 
defined as a result. 













QOO 




TUFF 


A 




’% A 


mi/ PRAM 

™ r r\ui v i 




v. 


_ UIAC 

>UNOS... 









WBm 


i 



**. % it "A ^ *% a 

A ^ '"H ■* % 4 
m ^ hl '*b % n ± 

m ,, % % * _* "h 3f - 

■*| - ^ 

' * % % 4 ^ ;* 

11 - - «, i'.^A 

~ — — t Mi 

H Bk ^ _ ■ I 

1 . ** " - «L % _ 

J'i 

_ l> ^ ^ m, ' "*. *1' ■ . 

'I -O-T 

**%*.?* 


The speaker formerly 
known as the Play:5 
has had the most 
subtle of updates. 
There's more memory 
and processing power, 
a new wireless radio 
and a new all-white 
option, but it sounds 
identical. No need 
to upgrade if you've 
got one of the old 
ones, then. 

£499 


SUB GEN 3 

For those craving a 
bit more oomph from 
their soundsystem, 
there's also a new 
third-generation 
SonosSub. It's had 
similar upgrades in 
memory, processing 
power and wireless 
radio to the Five, 
although it still looks 
quite a lot like a Dell 
PC from 2006. 
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Don't be 
afraid of eARC 

It supports eARC 
(Enhanced Audio Return 
Channel) HDMI, so if you’ve got 
a fancy TV that can output 
Dolby Atmos signals 
directly, just plugthe 
Arc straight in. 








Go 2 great 
lengths 

With its magnesium build 
the Surface Go 2 feels sturdy, 
plus there's a nifty kickstand 
built in, so you can prop it up to 
watch movies or type even 
if you decide not to get 
the Type Cover. 
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KILLING ME 
’SOFTY 

Microsoft Surface Go 2 
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Remember netbooks? For a few years at 
the end of the noughties it seemed like 
these mini-laptops would take over the 
world. Who needed an optical drive or 
stacks of power when all people wanted to 
do was web-browse and poke people they 
fancied on Facebook? 

Then the iPad came along and ruined it for 
everyone (except Apple). But a decade 
later, the Surface Go 2 is the netbook of 
2020: an affordable, ultraportable PC with 
a 10.5in screen and an optional - although 
pretty much essential - Type Cover 
keyboard (from £100). With the option 
of a new Intel Core m3-8100 Y processor 
and slightly faster Intel UHD 615 graphics, 
Microsoft boasts of a 64% speed boost 
over the original. 

With Windows 10 Home installed it'll allow 
you to do all the day-to-day stuff you'd 
do on a normal PC, with dual mics offering 
clearer voice pickup and better noise 
reduction for those Zoom calls that seem 
to be hereto stay. You get up to 8GB of 
RAM and 128GB of storage, plus 4G on 
board if you want it, making this a netbook 
for the avocado-obsessed, no-chance- 
of-ever-owning-a-house generation. 
As hot as... getting poked on Facebook 
from £399 / microsoft.com 
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Go 2 the 
shops 

The Surface Go 2 arrives 
with Windows 10 in S mode, 
which means you can only 
install apps from the Windows 
Store. You can turn that off, 
but won't be able to 
switch back. 
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Where do you 
Go 2, my lovely? 

As well as the keyboard, you 
can also use the Surface Pen 
stylus (£100) and Surface Dial 
(£90). It has built-in magnets 
to attach the Pen to the 
chassis when you're 
not using it. 
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Enter 


Shift 



SCOPE A DOPE 

Realme X3 SuperZoom 

Put the spec sheet for Realme’s new X3 
SuperZoom next to that of the Samsung 
S20 Ultra, and the only bit that'll jump 
out at you without the help of a 60x 
‘periscope’ zoom lens will be the price: 
less than £500, compared to £1199 for 

the Samsung. 

It's handy, then, that you'll find just such 
a lens on the X3 SuperZoom - hence the 
name. Of course, there are some other 
differences between the two - there's 
no 5G here for starters - but in terms 
of value for money, the X3 is right up 
there. It has a 6.6in FHD+ LCD screen with 
a Samsung-matching 120Hz refresh rate, 
a Snapdragon 855+ chipset, 12GB of RAM, 
256GB of storage and a 4200m Ah battery, 
but it’s that camera setup that’s likely 
to turn the most heads. There's a main 
64MP sensor, an 8MP wide-angle and 
a 2MP macro, plus that 8MP periscope 
job (which, sadly, doesn’t pop up like a 
real periscope). 

The very top end of that zoom range won't 
be worth bothering with, and the pictures 
it pumps out are unlikely to quite match up 
to those captured by flagship phones from 
the likes of Samsung and Huawei, but 
that’s not going to trouble anyone who's 
just saved £700. 

As hot as... the cakes it'll be selling like 
€499 / realme.com 
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Bang up 
to data 

The standard version is 
Wi-Fi only, but it's one of the 
first headsets to also offer 4G 
or 5G on board, with AR and 
mixed-reality experiences 
in the pipeline to make 
the most of it. 
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All the 
light moves 

XRSpace claims the Mova 
is 20% lighter than other 
standalone headsets. It comes 
in either orange or white... 
not that you’ll be able to 
tell once it’s stuck on 
your bonce. 
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CANT GET YOU OUT OF MY HEADSET 


XRSpace Mova 



Perhaps Second Lifers were onto something 
after all. That's not something we thought 
we'd consider 10 years ago, but in a world 
where getting too close to anyone you 
don't regularly see in their pyjamas has 
become a social no-no, virtual socialising 
has been thrust into the spotlight. 

The average human can only be expected 
to sit through so many Zoom quizzes before 
they crave something different, though, 
and XRSpace's Mova VR headset might 
just be able to provide it. Powered by 
a Snapdragon 845 processor and 6GB 
of RAM, the Mova can be controlled by 
gestures performed in sight of its eye-like 


front-facing cameras. Using handshakes, 
claps and high fives, you can interact with 
other people in Manova - a virtual world 
created by XRSpace that contains public 
meeting spots, classrooms, spaces for 
‘viewing parties’ and fitness classes, and 
portals for third-party apps and games. 
What's the betting one of them will be for 
bloody Zoom quizzes? 

The idea, in case it wasn't obvious, is to 
make strapping on a VR headset a more 
social experience - and you won’t have 
to worry about keeping your distance. 

As hot as... a Second Life reunion party 
from $599 / xrspace.io 
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I Up to 10th Gen, Intel® Core™ if processor | Windows 10 Home / Windows 10 Pro | Up to NVIDIA® GeForce® RTX 2090 SUPER™ with Max-Q Design 


WHERE TO BUY 


MSI.COM 


SCAN* 


Scan Computers 

vwvw.scan.CD.uk 

0B71 472 4747 


Curry's PC World 

Currys * PCWbrld www.currys.co.uk 

0344 541 0000 


OVERCLOCKER5L < 


OVERCLOCKERS UK 

www. d ve re loc kcrs.co.uk 

01782 4444 55 


Scan to 
Learn more 



•Product features and specifications may vary by model 

Intel, the Intel Logo. Intel Inside. Intel Cere, end Core Inside are trademarks ol Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the JJ.S. and/or other countries 










ATTACK OF 
THE ’PHONES 


Razer Odus 


£200 / razer.com 


We love it when a leftfield 
contender threatens to 
upset the established 
order. And the Force is 
strong with this one... 

• The prize of Skywalker 

The big news with these wireless 
cans is they're THX-certified. 

THX is the high-fidelity cinema 
AV standard co-founded 
by George Lucas, the man 
responsible for creating a mildly 
successful film franchise about 
dysfunctional families and 
their droids. 

• A new scope 

The original reason for setting up 
THX in 1983 was to ensure Return 
oftheJedi sounded mindblowing 
at the movies even back then. 
And if you're wondering where 
a gaming hardware maker comes 
in, Razer acquired THX Ltd in 2016 
and has been using its spatial 
audio tech in headsets. 

• The empire strikes black 

Rather than being bright green 
and covered in flashing LEDs, 
these 'phones have more than 
a hint of Sony WH-1000XM3 
about them. That's no bad thing... 
and if they turn out to do what 
Razer and THX say they do, £200 
sounds like an absolute steal. 

• Revenge of the shush 

The active noise-cancellation 
aspect includes feedforward and 
feedback ANC using a total of 
four external and internal mics 
to nullify ambient noise, but 
also a hybrid ANC system where 
the two combine. 

• The fat-dome menace 

Razer's cans have 40mm drivers, 
another two mics for voice chats, 
USB-C and 3.5mm audio ports, 
Bluetooth aptX and AAC codec 
connectivity, and a battery 
good for up to 25 hours. At 265g 
they'rejustlOg heavier than 
Sony's world-beaters, and have 
been engineered for long hours 
of wear with plush leatherette 
memory-foam ear-cushions. 
Intrigued we are. 


90° swivelling 
earcupsand 
a full folding 
mechanism make 
these cans easy 
to store. 
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THX GON’ 
GIVE IT TO YA 


IMore Triple Driver 

These are officially the world's 
first THX-accredited in-ears. 
Sound comesfrom dynamic 
drivers, dual balanced 
armatures and double 
resonators. 

£65/1more.com 


• Fiio Mil Pro 

Fiio’s premium portable music 
player includes THX AAA 
amplification, twin DACs, 
a 5.2in touchscreen display 
and up to lOhrs'playing time. 

It has Bluetooth aptX HD. 
£599/fiio.com 


• Edifier E235 

This 2.1 THX soundsystem 
packs a wireless sub with two 
8in drivers and ‘dynamic range 
control'. There’s plenty of port 
connectivity, or Bluetooth aptX 
with a range of 30ft. 

£400 / edifier.com 



RAZER’S CANS 
USE A TOTAL 
OF FOUR MICS 
TO NULLIFY 
AMBIENT NOISE 




Viogging a dead horse? 

SONY VLOG CAMERA ZV-1 

Camera names tend to be a bit of a Countdown conundrum, so Sony has 
done the sensible thing and spelt out exactly what its little Vlog Camera 
is for. Based on the same core design as the RX100 compact, it's been 
optimised for narcissism (with a hint of content), for inf luencers who 
regularly need to shoot themselves,..in thefoot or elsewhere. That 
means new focus modes including Bokeh Switch for blurring 
backgrounds at the touch of a button, Face Priority for a well-defined 
mush, and even a Product Showcase setting for focusing on whatever 
nonsense they’ve been paid to advertise. Really, though, it’sjust a tiny, 
f lippy-screened compact for shooting 4K at 30fps, and that's fine with us. 

£700/sony.co.uk 



Grammy award winner 

LG GRAM 17 (2020) 

While most of us have been putting on weight recently, LG has been 
busy shifting it by announcing the world's lightest 17in laptop. The largest 
LG Gram in the range tops the scales at just 1.35kg despite packing a 
claimed 17-hour battery and 'military-grade durability'. Variants at 14in 
and 15.6in are also available, and all feature lOth-gen Core processors 
with Iris Plus graphics. To celebrate the occasion, LG commissioned one 
of those nationwide surveys offering insight into the human psyche 
since lockdown. Apparently, once restrictions are lifted, half of us plan to 
continue 'new' habits such as listening to podcasts and walking. Forget 
weight off the laptop, that's a real weight off our minds. 

£1199 / lg.com 
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VOLLEBAK FULL METAL JACKET 








.com 


I know Liverpool are the team 
of the moment, but are shellsuits 
really back in fashion? 

Calm down, calm down. You're 
more likely to see this on the 
streets of east London than 
Merseyside - but it's not just 
a questionable item of clothing. 
Embedded in the three-layer fabric 
of Vollebak's Full Metal Jacket, you’ll 
find 11km of woven copper that 
could hold the key to the future 
of disease-resistant clothing. 



So this has nothing to do with 
Kubrick's Vietnam War classic? 

No, and strictly speaking it's not 
even ‘full metal', considering it 
only comprises 65% copper; but 
the metal's ability to conduct heat 
and power is also perfect for killing 
bacteria and viruses. 

It’s the middle of summer, I’m not 
social-distancing in this! 

Agreed. The jacket is breathable, 
but this is no time to be delving into 


your winter wardrobe for a trip to 
the shops. It's one to store away 
for when the weather turns. 

Is there some science behind this? 

Copper is an underrated material: 
early civilisations like the Egyptians 
used it to make medical instruments 
and sterilise water way before we 
used it to wire speakers. And now 
NASA has wised up to the genius 
of this wonder-metal and is using 
it to create medical devices for 




astronauts, thanks to a partnership 
with a US/Chilean company called 
Copper 3D. 

So this jacket can kill Covid-19? 

Well, its antimicrobial properties 
mean bacteria and viruses die 
when they make contact with it, 
wiping out their DNA so they can't 
develop future resistance. That 
means it could kill coronavirus in 
theory... but to be clear, this hasn't 
been tested. Yet. 


COPPER’S 
PROPERTIES 
MAKE IT PERFECT 
FOR KILLING 
BACTERIA AND 
VIRUSES 
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the biggest Internet portal, 
providing you various content: 
brand new books, trending movies, 
fresh magazines, hot games, 
recent software, latest music releases. 


Unlimited satisfaction one low price 
Cheap constant access to piping hot media 
Protect your downloadings from Big brother 

Safer, than torrent-trackers 

18 years of seamless operation and our users' satisfaction 


All languages 
Brand new content 

One site 



AvaxHome - Your End Place 


We have everything for all of your needs. Just open https://avxlive.icu 







Some wear over the rainbow 

APPLE WATCH PRIDE 
EDITION SPORT BAND 

It's Pride month; but just because events are being held behind closed 
doors this year, that doesn't mean you can't show your true colours to 
the cat. One way is via the Pride Edition Sport Band for the Apple Watch, 
which puts a rainbow right on your wrist - a rainbow assembled by hand 
from strips of coloured f luoroelastomer. Install watchOS 6.2.5 and you 
can take things further with new Pride faces, one of which makes the 
coloured stripes look like a seamless loop (as in the picabove). More into 
Nike's holey straps? You're sorted there too, with a subtle take on the 
rainbow that neatly places its colours inside the holes. 

£49/apple.com 



Specs on Fire 

AMAZON FIRE HD 8 

Arriving about four months too late to salvage the lockdown situation, 
Amazon's next-gen Fire HD 8 tablets have the entire family in mind. 
Students can go for the Fire HD 8 (£90), with 30% faster performance 
than its predecessor along with more storage, 12hr battery life and 
USB-C charging, A game mode also stops anyone bugging you when 
you’re kicking bottom in Asphalt 9, Serious grownups can try the 
Fire HD 8 Plus (£110), which nets you more RAM, a faster adapter and 
wireless charging, Got nippers? The Fire HD 8 Kids Edition (£140) 
matches the Fire HD 8 for specs, but comes ensconced in a kid-proof 
case that even the hardiest tablet-basher will do well to dent. 

from £90 / amazon.co.uk 



FOR GOOD 
CAUSES? 
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Let me guess... this has something to 
do with charity, right? 

Yes, and we're fully aware there's plenty 
going around at the moment, but you can 
never do too much. Plus, For Good Causes 
is a UK fin-tech company offering you a 
way to donate to a chosen charity without 
spending a penny. 

I’m not walking around my garden 100 
times. I don’t even have a garden. 

It's OK, we've left the old and infirm to take 
care of that. Instead, you convert points 
and rewards earned on the loyalty cards 
doing sod-all in your wallet into a digital 
donation. So instead of getting 25% off a 
home waxing kit you’re too scared to use, 
you might actually do someone a decent 
turn for a change. 

I’m very nice, I always put my coppers 
in the swirly coin thing at McD’s. 

It's a start, but if you want to do something 
more significant for the less fortunate, 
start totting up your points from BR 
Morrisons, House of Fraser, Curry’s, 

B&Q... in fact hundreds of retailers and 
brands, helping more than 20,000 charities 
in what's been described as the world's 
first charitable ecosystem. 

So long as I can still swirl coins around 
after my apple pie. 

Knock yourself out. Just promise us you'll 
head over to forgoodcauses.org and do 

a bit of due diligence to discover which 
participating loyalty schemes you're part 
of, and which charities you'd like to donate 
to. The likes of Great Ormond Street 
Hospital, Macmillan Cancer Support, 
the Trussell Trust and Combat Stress 
are all in there, but do yourself a favour 
and tap some charity names into the 
search bar to find local causes too. 
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STREAM 


This month’s genre-hopping selection of new 
TV treats includes war, politics, comedy, murder, 
mystery, spies and horror. What, no cookery? 


, V 
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The Politician 

Not even a year on from the first 
season’s release, we’re getting 
a second helping of this gleefully 
cynical comedy-drama, With as 
much backstabbing and intrigue 
as Game of Thrones (if not quite 
the same levels of bloodshed), The 
Politician delights with its depictions 
of viciously ambitious Californian 
high-schoolers, 

S2 / Netf lix, 19 June 


Eric Andre: 

Legalize Everything 

It's not often we recommend a 
stand-up special on these pages, 
but then it’s not often Eric Andre 
puts one out. Andre is just about the 
only big-name comic able to push 
boundaries without forgetting that 
hisfirstjob is to make the audience 
laugh, And we could all use some 
laughs about now, couldn't we? 
Special / Netflix, 23 June 


Penny Dreadful: 

City of Angels 

Many people felt Penny Dreadful 
was cancelled before its time, So 
we can rejoice that it's back - albeit 
with a new story, cast and setting. 
Victorian London gives way to '30s 
LA, with a string of gruesome ritual 
murders threateningtoignitethe city 
and Natalie Dormer providing the 
chills as the biggest baddie of all... 

SI/NowTV, 1 July 



Unsolved Mysteries [ Hanna 


Ju-On: Origins 


A modern reboot of the classic 
’80s show, this six-part docuseries 
delves intothe unexplained, the 
bizarre and the plain old baffling: 
disappearances, deaths and 
seemingly supernatural events. 
Journalists, detectives and relatives 
offertheories and insights, but the 


If you thought your teenage years 
were angsty, spare a thought for 
poor Hanna, Your zit breakouts 
might have seemed bad but she's 
an orphan being hunted across 
the world by the CIA, facing betrayal 
at every turn. On the plus side, 
she’s packed with super-soldier 


Part of the Japanese horror movie 
wave that also brought us such 
nightmare-inducers as R/'ngand 
Audition, Ju-On has now made the 
inevitable move to television. This 
six-part prequel seriesfleshes 
out the background of the haunted 
tale, and seems set to ruin the sleep 



hope is that one viewer might hold DN A that makes her the perfect patterns of a whole new generation 

thekeytothetruth.Oooh! \ assassin. Swings and roundabouts,.. ; of chill-seekers. 

SI / Netflix, 1 July S2 / Amazon Prime Video, 3 July SI / Netflix, 3 July 


Da 5 Bloods Film / Netflix, 12 June 

am ms ms s* ms s •» =s m « ms as tm b w «■ — b * b — 

Spike Lee's follow-up to the Oscar-winning BlacKkKIansman takes another look 
at recent US history, tackling the Vietnam War through the eyes of a group of black 
vets making a present-day return to the country. They’re not visiting for the noodles, 
though: they’re back to dig up something they buried there decades previously... 
A politically charged ensemble action drama in the vein of Three Kings, Da 5 Bloods 

could well spell another trip to the Academy Awards for Lee and co. 















GAMES 


OUT 

LATE 

2020 



ASSASSIN’S CREED VALHALLA 


PC, XB1,XBX,PS4,PS5, Stadia 


More than ever, videogames in 
2020 have been a way for us to 
escape to other, exotic places. 
But after being transported to 
ancient Egypt and Greece, the 
latest Assassin’s Creed brings 
us closer to home... albeit with 
a twist. Set in Anglo-Saxon 
England, Valhalla has you playing 
as Vikings who leave behind 
the harsh climes of Scandinavia 
with their sights on conquering 
our fair land. 

Expect plenty of raiding and 
pillaging, then, as you come into 
ruthless visceral combat that 
will leave Saxon soldiers in a 


bloody mess. However, there's 
also an emphasis on the Norse 
warriors as settlers. This means 
your clan will also have a home 
that gradually grows with new 
structures and features, giving 
you reasons to return to your 
community instead of always 
exploring ahead. That said, 
there'll be a huge map to 
help you discover the English 
countryside and its majestic 
castles as well as Norway, where 
the story begins. 

Valhalla looks set to build on 
Odyssey’s achievement as one 
of the pinnacles of open-world 


sandbox gaming, with advanced 
RPG mechanics, deep narrative 
choices and romances all 
returning. But we're most 
looking forward to new elements 
such as the ability to take part 
in the great Norse tradition of 
f lyting - essentially Viking rap 
battles. No, really! 

It’s due out around Christmas, 
just in time for the launch of the 
next-gen consoles. The good 
news for existing Xbox owners 
is the game supports Smart 
Delivery, so if you buy it on Xbox 
One you can get it free when you 
upgrade to the Series X later. 


















STUFF 
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HE WAS A SKATER BOY... 


a 



TONY HAWK’S 
PRO SKATER 1 + 2 
REMASTERED 

PS4, XB1, PC 

Few games have had such a 
cultural impact as Tony Hawk's 
Pro Skater, a title that got 
people into both skateboarding 
and punk rock. Now, a little over 
two decades later, Activision is 


bringing back the game and its 
sequel for modern players. 

To be clear, this is not just a 
remake, Everything is based on 
original developer Neversoft's 
code, ensuring the action feels 
like it did back then. There are 
nonetheless some welcome 
tweaks, such as the ability 
to revert - a move added 
in later games in the series 
that unlocks combo chaining 


potential - plus analogue 
controls and, of course, online 
multiplayer. 

Also important is the return 
of its influential soundtrack, 
including Police Truck by the 
Dead Kennedys and Superman 
by Goldfinger, though licensing 
issues mean a few songs have 
been omitted. 

The biggest changes are 
obviously in the gorgeous 


new photorealistic graphics, 
which are faithfully based 
on the original levels, What’s 
rather fascinating is that all 
the original skaters, including 
Hawk himself, are drawn from 
their latest scans without any 
de-aging, which may give the 
roster a slight “How do you do, 
fellow kids?" vibe. 

THPS1+2 Remastered is out 
in September. 


[ GAME NEWS SURPRISE ANNOUNCEMENTS 



PAPER MARIO: THE ORIGAMI KING 

Switch 

Leading the 35th anniversary celebrations 
for Nintendo’s furry-faced mascot is a 
brand new Paper Mario. Set in a beautiful 
paper-crafted world, here's hoping it 
can return the comical RPG series to its 
heyday. The new quest will be unfolding 
very soon when it releases in July. 


YAKUZA: LIKE A DRAGON 

PC, XB1, XBX, PS4 

Sega’s crime epic begins a new saga with 
a brand new protagonist and city, while 
drastically switching from brawler to JRPG 
turn-based battles. Despite its history as 
a PlayStation exclusive until only recently, 
it’s also confirmed as an Xbox Series X 
launch title. 


THE MEDIUM 

PC, XBX 

As far as next-gen game announcements 
go, psychological horror The Medium 
has a strong spooky pedigree: it comes 
from the makers of Blair Witch and 
Layers of Fear, while the eerie score 
has been created by the composer of 
the Silent Hill series. 




INCOMING 

JULY 

IRON MAN VR 
GHOST OF TSUSHIMA 

• FI 2020 

DEATH STRANDING (PC) 

AUGUST 

• INSURGENCY: SANDSTORM 

• NEW WORLD 
« WASTELAND 3 

• SERIOUS SAM 4 
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□ DROP 
EVERYTHING 
& DOWNLOAD 

The Comedian's 
Comedian 

(podcast) 

If there’s one thing we champion at Stuff, 
it’s being nerdy about things - and if you're 
interested in how people make others emit 
laughter from the hole in the front of their 
face, this podcast is about as nerdy as it 
gets. Host Stuart Goldsmith is a working 
standup himself, and while he's not always 
the most accomplished interviewer (and 
some of the interviewees don’t always 
want to give up all their secrets), the curtain 
is drawn back enough to satisfy even the 
most ardent comedy geek. There are over 
300 episodes to get through, including 
Seann Walsh, Chris Addison, Alexei Sayle 
and Josh Widdicombe, so you won't run out 
any time soon, 
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Haul and notes 

MICROSOFT SURFACE HEADPHONES 2 

We liked the original Surface Headphones, but they were expensive 
and the battery life limped to a mediocre 15 hours. Hey presto: Microsoft 
has sorted both complaints with the Surface Headphones 2, Lasting 
a long-haul 20 hours on a charge, this puts them on a par with the 
Bose 700s... and for a second slap with a wet fish, the price has been 
knocked down to a palatable £240 - which is £70 cheaper than 
the Boses, OK, so they don't look drastically different to the original 
design, but Microsoft says you will benefit from improved sound 
quality, the choice of voice, touch or fingertip controls, and 13 levels 

of active noise-cancellation. 

£240 / microsoft.com 



The times they Ara changing 

CAMPFIRE AUDIO ARA 

If you’re in the very select camp of people who need seven balanced 
armature drivers inside each tiny earbud (dual high, single mid and 
quad low), housed inside an acoustically tuned chamber, then Campfire 
Audio really saw you coming. Its Ara earbuds are the brand’s most 
ambitious release to date - with a price to remind you that, as any 
audiophile will tell you, the quest for listening nirvana usually comes 
at a cost. The buds are built from titanium, so should be light, although 
that might make them easier to lose if you're a reckless headbanger. 
Campfire has also refreshed its range with tweaks to the Andromeda 
and the Solaris buds... and yep, they're bonkers-expensive too, 

£1299 / campfireaudio.com 







Restaurant 
pizza in 60 
seconds! 



WIN AN OONI PIZZA OVEN 
SHOPPING SPREE WORTH £1000! 


Cooking food ol fresco just seems to make it taste 
better, but there's something not quite right about 
‘throwing another pizza on the barbie'. So rather 
than forcing you to place your base next to a string 
of pink sausages, Ooni makes pizza ovens for 
your backyard. 

Fully heated to 500°C in just 15 minutes, Ooni's 
specialist ovens can bake a restaurant-quality 
Neapolitan-style pizza in 60 seconds, and there 
are wood-fired, charcoal-lit or gas-powered options 
to deliver the perfect crust for all tastes. These 
include the £399 Ooni Koda 16 (see p32), designed 
to stone-bake 16in pizzas as well as flame-cooking 
steaks, fish and vegetables; the super-portable 
and energy-efficient Ooni Fyra for £229; and the 
versatile multi-fuel Ooni Karu for £249 that can 
have you cooking on gas, wood or charcoal. 

Can’t choose between them? No matter - win 
this £1000 gift voucher to spend at ooni.com and 
you’re welcome to take all three. 


HOW TO ENTER 

Fancy doing as the Neapolitans do and 
backyard-baking your favourite pizza? Go 
to stuff.tv/win and answer this question: 


WHICH FAMOUS 
FIRE-SPITTING 
VOLCANO OVERLOOKS 
THE GULF OF NAPLES? 

A. .. Mount Etna 

B. .. Mount Vesuvius 

C. .. Mount Doom 


HURRY! 

COMPETITION 

CLOSES 

16 JULY 
2020 


Terms & conditions: 1 0pen to UK residents aged 18 or over. 
2 Entries close 11.59pm, 16 July 2020. 3 Prizes are as stated. 
4 Prizes are non-transferable, 5 Only one entry per person. 
Full Ts & Cs: kelsey.co.uk/competition-terms-conditions/ 
Promoter: Kelsey Publishing Ltd, The Granary, Downs Court, 
Yalding Hill, Yalding, Maidstone, Kent ME18 6AL, 





















































All the tips, tricks & 

tech to master 
life at home 
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I TOP 10 H 
LEGO SETS 

Discover what 3*1,373 
bricks cun foui Id you 
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SPECIAL SUBSCR PT ON OFFER 


179 GADGETS RATED 


PLUS! 

Aftordibie SG- phones 

VR headsets da baftte 
Streets of Rage returns 

arid two Jeff Gi/ldblgrris 


161 PRODUCTS RATED 


GREENER 

GADGETS 


Revealed: Top 
ecotech for 
saving people 
and the planet 

■ FLAGSHIP 
™ PHONES 

•A TESTED 

Samsung andOppo 
battle it out & the new 
DnePlijs breaks cover 


ALSO? 

Driving the best EVs \ 
Ped ailing a Reloton 
Watching an 8ft TV 

& how io perfect podcasting 


Save 33% off the shop price 

Receive both the print and digital versions of the magazine 

Benefit from free UK delivery 
Never miss an issue of the world s greatest gadget mag 



SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

ONLIN shQp.kelsey.co.uk/STU026 
CALL US 01959 543747 

Please quote ST0026 

Hours: Men-Fri 8.30am-5.3Opm [calls charged at your standard network rate] 

Offer ends 31 July 2020 




DIGITAL ONLY? 

Gain instant access and pay 
just £7.99 every 3 issues! 

Visit shop.kelsey.co.uk/STU026 


Terms and conditions: Offer available for OK direct debit customers only. You will pay £9.99 every 3 months, saving 33% off the shop price. For overseas rates please visit shop.kelsey.co.uk/stuff. 

Offer closes 31 July 2020. * Full OK subscription rate for 13 issues is £64.87, OSA & EO £78, RoW £85. 

Here at Kelsey Publishing we take your privacy seriously and will only use your personal information to administer your account and to provide the products and services you have requested from us. 
We will only contact you about our special offers via the preferences you have indicated, and you can update these at any time by emailing us at subsfa) kelsey.co.uk or by calling us on 01959 543747. 
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IN ADMIRATION OF MUSIC 
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DALI’s 106 wireless, 
noise cancelling headphones 
enable you to fully immerse 
yourself in music. Designed in 
Denmark, these stunning 
headphones allow you to hear 
your music exactly as the artist 
intended. With 30hours battery 
life, these durable, comfortable 
headphones are built for 
extended listening, with a 
natural transparent sound 
that never tires. 


DALI iO Go with Music 


www.dali-speakers.com 






Words Henry Burrell 



FIRST TEST APPLE MACBOOK AIR (2020) 


Apple’s smallest and lightest MacBook bounces into the future with a keyboard 
your fingers will love... plus a lower price and the promise of all-day battery life 


from £999 / stuff .tv/MacBookAir 


f you follow Apple, 
you’ll know about 
the controversy over 
the keyboards on its 
laptops. From the moment the 
company introduced a butterfly 
mechanism to help keep things 
slinky, reports of sore fingers and 
stuck keys began to mount. 

Apple caved, putting improved 
butterfly keyboards in a couple of 


MacBooks (including the previous 
Air) before returning to a scissor- 
switch mechanism in the latest 
16in Pro. That same excellent 
keyboard is here on the new Air... 
and it might just help this laptop 
re-affirm itself as the all-round 
machine we have no hesitation 
in recommending. 

The world's most popular Mac 
has been given a sizeable spec 


bump, with the 2020 model 
delivering up to two times faster 
CPU performance and up to 80% 
faster graphics courtesy of Intel's 
Iris Plus hardware. The £999 
base model now comes with 
256GB of storage, double that 
of its predecessor, which means 
even more movies and photos 
to stare at on its lovely Retina 
display. And this laptop is a looker 


alright - a lovely wedge of 
brushed aluminium with a large 
glass trackpad. 

Mind you, if you're open to 
using Windows, you’ll find slimmer 
bezels and a better use of space 
on the Dell XPS13, The Air also 
has a rubbish 720p webcam, 
which matters if video calling 
is going to be the new norm,., 
but how does the rest stack up? 
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Glowing large 



Zooming out 


The Air's 13.3in Retina display 
is pin-sharp, plenty bright and 
well balanced. It's an LCD with 
2560x1600 resolution and up to 
400-nit brightness, but creative 
nerds note: it doesn't have the 
P3 wide colour gamut of the 
MacBook Pro. 


Battery life is good - we managed 
a full eight-hour day sticking 
to Apple’s own apps. But switch 
to any combo of Chrome, Word, 
Slack or Zoom and such like, and 
you’ll be plugging in after five 
hours. That's a lot less than the 
advertised 11 hours of web use. 



Writing wrongs 



Padding up 


We can't emphasise enough how 
much better the keyboard is on 
the new Air, and we love that 
there’s no Touch Bar to distract 
us. This is a machine for getting 
writing done - compared to the 
Pro, which tends to be geared to 
video and music producers. 


Catalina is as smooth as we've 
come to expect from macOS and 
looks ace in dark mode, while Siri 
feels more seamless than on an 
iPad or iPhone and can actually 
be useful. A great new feature 
is Sidecar, which lets you use an 
iPad as a wireless second display. 



Core-ing Apples 


Our 1.1GHz lOth-gen Intel Core 
i3 model allows Apple to get the 
price down to £999. It's perfectly 
adequate for casual use, but you 
can bump the base model to a 
Core i5 for an extra £100. Both 
come with 8GB RAM as standard, 
and few people will need more. 



24 hours with 
the2020Apple 
MacBook Air 



Good 

Meh 


7hrs 


Imin 30mins 45mins Ihr 


3hrs 4hrs 



































































































































Tech specs 




FIRST TEST APPLE MACBOOK AIR (2020) 


y 




■ Get tappy 

And so to that sumptuous 
keyboard. Using it has 
made us realise even the 
pre-2018 Air's keyboard 
wasn't all that good. Apple 
hasn't just reverted back 
to old tech - it's made it 
significantly better. 




■ Get even 

You don't get the clickity 
clack of the pre-2018 
Air’s keys, but they were 
quite wobbly. These are 
very well balanced in their 
travel and register your 
presses no matter where 
your fingers land, 


■ Get ready to crumble 

With some previous 
butterfly-switch 'boards 
you really had to hammer 
on the keys - and unless 
you had the later version 
with a silicone barrier, a few 
crumbs could render keys 
useless. Not any more! 
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■ Get back on track 


The trackpad is huge and 
has Force Touch haptics. 
Apple's trackpads are 
still the best in the laptop 
world for responsiveness, 
and flying around macOS 
with finger gestures here 
is supremely satisfying. 


The new MacBook Air’s scissor-switch keyboard is 
the tippy-tappy solution your fingers were praying for 


Handmnde 
- t*y Sophlf? Bliind 


24hrs 




Screen 13.3in 2560x1600 Retina True Tone 
Processor 1.1GHz Intel Core 13/15 RAM 8GB/16GB 
Storage 256GB/512GB/1TB/2TB SSD OS macOS Catalina 
Connectivity Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 5,2x Thunderbolt 3 USB-C, 
3.5mm headphone port Battery life Up to llhrs 
Dimensions 304x212x16cm, 1.29kg 


UHFi The MacBook Air moves forward to 
affirm its status as the best Apple 
laptop for‘most people’. The refined 
scissor-switch keyboard is the 
star of the show, making it more 
comfortable to type for hours on end, but 
that’s far from the only thing that’s improved. 
If you're after a simple all-round machine, this 
one will keep you going for years. (a)hrburrell 


STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 

With better pricing and a better 
keyboard, the new Air cements 
its place as our go-to MacBook 


command 


Key skills 















































































































mum FIRST TEST 


The alternatives: 

3 more workhorse laptops 


Choose an operating system and prepare to be frighteningly productive 


BEST FOR 

AN APPLE 
UPGRADE 


BEST FOR 

CHROME 
LOVERS 


BEST FOR 

WINDOWS 

LOYALISTS 


HP Pro C640 
Chromebook Enterprise 

£500 (approx) / hp.com 

This is pitched as ‘the world's thinnest 
14in business Chromebook', which 
sounds like a brand clutching at 
marketing straws. Really, this is 
a Chromebook for folks who don’t 
know when to shut the laptop lid: an 
ultraportable for workaholics. 

The slimline device supports the latest 
lOth-gen Core i7 processor, 16GB of 
RAM, 128GB of storage and Wi-Fi 6 to 
handle the multitude of tasks that city 
types will throw at it. 

That aluminium chassis also houses 
a water-resistant backlit keyboard to 
counter the inevitable campachoochoo 
spills, along with a fast-charging battery 
that’s capable of lasting a respectable 12 
hours between Bikram Yoga breaks. You 
also get a generous mix of USB-A and 
USB-C ports, 3.5mm audio and a full-size 
HDMI connection for blowing up those 
thrilling pencil-case designs. 

KEY SPECS 

Screen 14in 1920x1080 touchscreen 
Processor lOth-gen Core i7 
Dimensions 325x205x16.5mm, 1.5kg 


Apple MacBook 
Pro13in 

from £1299 / apple.com 

The launch of Apple's 16in MacBook Pro 
last year was a revelation in terms of 
keyboard and audio, leaving prospective 
owners of the 13in models a bit miffed. 

No longer, because 2020’s revamped 
13in Pro brings across many of its big 
brother's goodies. 

You don't get a bigger screen (hence 
it still being the MacBook Pro 13in), but 
there is a physical escape key, a keyboard 
that’s much better for typing on and 
a much-improved speaker system. 
Apple’s also doubled storage space 
across the board. 

For the top-spec model, plenty more 
is also new, including lOth-gen Intel 
Core i5/i7 processors and Intel Iris Plus 
graphics, which are capable of running 
one of Apple’s Pro Display XDR monitors 
at full 6K resolution. One thing that 
hasn’t changed is the price, with that 
properly ‘pro’ version starting at £1799. 

KEY SPECS 

Screen 13in 2560x1600 Retina True Tone 
Processor 8th-gen/10th-gen Core i5/i7 
Dimensions 304x212x15.6mm, 1.4kg 


Microsoft Surface 
Book 3 

from £1599 / microsoft.com 

Billed as Microsoft's most powerful laptop 
to date - and given the two-year-plus 
gap since the last version, we should 
think so - the Surface Book 3 is quite 
a bit pricier than the rest of the Surface 
laptop line, but that’s down to the increase 
in grunt and claimed battery life. 

Microsoft says these new models, 
available in 13.5in and 15in touchscreen 
renditions, offer up to 50% faster 
performance than before, along with 
battery life of up to 17.5 hours. Like most 
laptop stamina promises, you can take 
that latter point with a grain of salt. 

Still, add in the option of GeForce GTX 
and Quadra RTX graphic cards, with the 
former capable of playing all of the top 
games on Xbox Game Pass at 60fps, 
and these are portable powerhouses 
primed for play as much as work. 

KEY SPECS 

Screen 13.5in 3000x2000 / 

15in 3240x2160 touchscreen 
Processor lOth-gen Core i5/i7 
Dimensions 312x232x23mm, 1.5kg 
(13.5in) / 343x251x23mm, 1.9kg (15in) 























ULTION 

* <*■ 


Smart security 
made easy. 


Works with 

• Amazon Alexa 

• Samsung SmartThings 

• Apple Homekit 

• Bluetooth app 

• A real key 


ULTION SMART 

www.ultion-smart.co.uk 


Easy PIN access for Ultion SMART. 

Manage up to 20 PIN numbers from the same app, you can even have 
timed and scheduled PIN numbers. Lock the door with a single press 
and open the the door without needing your key or phone. 
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[ Words Chris Haslam, James Day ] 


Spaceship-shaped pizza ovens, afterburner BBQs, 
droid mowers and NASA-inspired vegetable 
growers: upgrading your backyard can be cosmic 


0 0 NI KODA 


£399 / ooni.com 



efore Ooni, cooking 
quality stone-baked 
pizzas was complex, 
cumbersome and expensive... 
and let's face it, most of us 
got a takeaway instead. Then, 
in 2012, this startup launched 
its original wood-pellet oven 
thanks to the support of just 
142 Kickstarter backers. 

Look away now, irate pizzeria 
owners, because we’d just like 
to say a heartfelt thank-you 
to every one of the ‘Ooni 142'. 
You've helped revolutionise the 
quality of home-made pizza. 

It ain’t half hot, yum 

After eight years and several 
tweaked designs, Ooni has just 
launched its biggest model yet: 
the propane-powered Koda 16, 


which can cook, you guessed 
it, 16in pizzas in seconds. With 
instant ignition, the Koda will hit 
temperatures of up to 500°C in 

15 minutes. That's around twice 
as hot as your kitchen oven, 
and the ideal temperature to 
knock out restaurant-style 
thin-crust pizzas. 

Heat comes via an innovative 
L-shaped burner that creates a 
gorgeous waterfall flame inside 
the oven, while ceramic-fibre 
insulation in the powder-coated 
steel shell helps it hold onto 
that heat for longer. 

Ooni-ds a BBQ anyway? 

Fold-out legs make the Koda 

16 surprisingly easy to store 
away in a shed, and at just 
63x52cm it's a lot more 


compact than the equivalent 
barbecue - plus we bet it 
makes an infinitely more 
tasty fiorentina. 

If you still want to serve up 
some more traditional outdoor 
grilling options, the Koda is 
a versatile box of tricks, able 
to flame-cook steaks, sear 
fish and roast lamb, as well 
as turning out f latbreads 
anddoughballs. 

Top tip: We suggest you 
check out the vast recipe 
collection and Ooniversity 
section on the Ooni site for 
lessons in making the perfect 
dough, along with other tasty 
creations such as sourdough 
pizza and Chicago deep dish, 
plus how to hack a calzone from 
overstretched dough. 
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A VIEW TO A KILN 


The 15mm-thick 
baking board 
is made using 
premium cordierite 
stone, which is 
also used in the 
manufacturing of 
kilns as it doesn't 
mind very high 
temperatures. 


r 
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SLIDE RETURN 


PEELING GOOD 


There's a wide 
opening for 
sliding your bacon, 
asparagus and 
marshmallow pizza 
into the L-shaped 
burner - but 
remember to spin 
it to avoid over¬ 
cooking one side. 


You'll need a pizza 
peel - basically a 
big flat shovel - to 
get your dinner in 
and out of the 
oven. Coat it with 
flour (ideally 
semolina flour) 
to stop the dough 
sticking to it. 



s J33 
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COOL 
FOR PATS 


Impressively, 
even at its highest 
temperature the 
super-stylish 
aluminium shell 
remains cool 
enough to touch, 
including the 
handle. 






SPARK 
LIFE 


With fast-flame 
ignition, you just 
press the button 
and in 10 minutes 
the charcoal is 
ready to cook. 

A kilo will keep 
it going for up to 
nine hours. 


THIS WICKED 
TONG 


The barbecue 
comes with a 
stainless steel 
and cast-iron 
cooking grill plus 
tongs, stainless 
steel risers and a 
high-temperature 
pizza stone. 
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Stop playing silly burgers and pick one of these lean, mean (and sometimes 
green) grilling machines to turn up the heat on your burning barbecue desires 


EVERDURE 4K 

£1799 everdurebyheston.co.uk 


T 


he unlikely lovechild 
of a Star Wars GNK 
power droid and a 
Big Green Egg barbecue (see 
right), Heston Blumenthal’s 
latest outdoor oven blends 
ancient super-insulated 
charcoal cooking (4000 years 
old, hence the name) with the 
latest in connected, idiot-proof 
banger-cooking... and the 
results are magnificent. 


Don’t light my fire 

First up, this charcoal barbecue 
lights itself, so there's no need 
to reach for the jerrycan when 
flames are not forthcoming; 
and ingeniously, there's a 
reloading drawer below the 
cooking grates, so you can add 
fresh charcoal during cooking 
without disruption. 

Auto-ignition requires mains 
power, which won't please the 
traditionalists, but then neither 
will the digital temperature 
display, companion app and 
integrated meat probes. 

For the rest of us, it means 
delicious results with the 
minimum of fuss and virtually 


zero risk of spoiling everyone's 
party with a tasty bout of 
Campylobacter. 

Slow and low, that is the temp 

While it doesn't boast the 
largest of cooking surfaces, 
you can grill over several 
different heights to increase 
capacity - and thanks to the 
insulated build, supremely 
controllable airflow and smart 
thermometer, it’s possible to 
cook low and slow for hours at 
as little as 110°C or crank it up 
for searing steaks and baking 
pizzas at 400°C,thanks to a 
1.4kW burner and the bundled 
pizza stone. 

The app is full of recipes 
and tips but, most importantly, 
keeps an eye on your cooking 
progress, tracking internal and 
ambient temperatures; it’ll ping 
an alert if you need to add fuel 
or increase airflow and then let 
you know when your nosh is 
ready to eat. 

It comes in matt black or 
white, or a more striking red, 
orange or blue for riling Ned 
Flanders next door. 


BARBECUE TIPS 


■ LET’S GET THIS 
PATTY STARTED 

For your charcoal, 
invest in a starter 
chimney (£18, 
weber.com) and 
use hardwood 
lump charcoal, not 
the instant-lighting 
stuff - this will 
add a smoky 
flavour, rather 
than stinking of 
lighter fluid. 


■ ■ HAVE A BIT 
ON THE SIDE 

Indirect cooking 
is brilliant for slow 
roasting instead of 
just grilling the life 
out of your poor 
bangers. Set up 
the grill so the heat 
is on one side only 
and place your 
food on the other. 
Keep the lid on for 
better flavours. 


■ ■■ BE ANAL 
ABOUT PROBES 

Buy a digital meat 
thermometer - or 
better yet, invest 
in a Meater 
connected 
probe (£79, 
meater.com). 

You'll want to make 
sure the internal 
temperature of 
your meat is at 
least 75°C. 


WE’RE ALSO WILD ABOUT... 


BIG GREEN EGG 

Based on an ancient 
Japanese oven, 
this charcoal-fired 
grill has an airtight 
cooking chamber 
and sealed firebox, 
making it easy to 
light and versatile, 
with 24 hours of 
cooking from one 
load of charcoal. 

You could even 
cook eggs in it. 
from £1045 / 
biggreenegg.co.uk 


BIOLITE FIREPIT 
CLIMATE 
NEUTRAL 
EDITION 

Thisapp-controlled 
campfire-style 
hybrid grill features 
a10,400mAhfan 
that keeps the fire 
burning at the ideal 
temperature for 
up to 24hrs (if you 
keep adding logs), 
with minimal smoke. 
£240/ 

bioliteenergy.com 


CHAR-BROIL 

GRILL2G0 

An all-terrain action 
BBQ built tough 
for your camping 
adventures (or 
patio parties), the 
Char-Broil uses 
small gas canisters 
for convenience 
and features 
infrared grilling 
tech to ensure food 
is cooked evenly 
across the plate. 
£180 charbroiLeu 


MORS0 
GRILL 71 

This cast-iron 
grill from Denmark, 
designed in 1971 
and in production 
ever since, is 
the perfect 
patio companion 
for smashing out 
steaks without the 
need to sell all your 
garden furniture to 
make room for a 
hulking great BBQ. 
£249 morsoe.com 


CAMPINGAZ 
ATTITUDE 
2100 LX 

This tabletop gas 
BBQ serves up a 
generous cooking 
space across two 
enamel-coated 
cast-iron grills. The 
left side can be 
fitted with a pizza 
stone, roasting 
skillet or paella 
pan, Mmm, paella,.. 
£299/ 

campingaz.com 


WEBER 
SMOKEFIRE 
EX4 GBS 

This pellet-fired 
all-in-one can cook 
at any temperature 
from 95 to 315°C, 
so you can smoke 
or sear steaks 
without lifting a 
finger... except to 
pick up your phone 
and check the 
app’s countdown 
to dinnertime. 
£1199 / weber.com 
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TERRACE CULTU 

Embrace the slightly-outdoor lifestyle: these fun lamps and refreshment 
providers will put the finishing hi-tech touches to your palatial patio 



WE’RE ALSO WILD ABOUT... 



FATBOY 
THIERRY 
LE SWINGER 

Fatboy is famous 
for brilliant ideas 
with ludicrous 
names, This is a 
wireless LED lamp 
that can be hung 
from a parasol or 
branch, or stuck 
in the ground with 
its beech stand, It 
lasts for up to 42hrs 
between charges, 
£199 / fatboy.com 



SMEG BLF01 
BLENDER 

Smeg's 800-Watt 
machine can whip 
up frozen cocktails 
or even aerate wine 
before quaffing, 
if you really want 
to show off, The 
removable Bottle 
To Go is also a great 
add-on if you’d 
rather get wavy on 
a socially distanced 
park bench, 

£162 / smeguk.com 


PHILIPS HUE 
OUTDOOR 

Turning Philips' 
ace smart lighting 
inside-out, the Flue 
range now includes 
wall-lights and 
spotlights with 
integrated LEDs 
covering millions of 
colours. Controlled 
via the Flue app 
and bridge, this is 
outdoor Ambilight, 
from £80 / 
meethue.com 


PHILIPS 

PERFECTDRAFT 

From pale lights to 
light ales: Philips' 
home draught 
system not only 
gives you the 
option to taste 35 
different beers, but 
will even keep the 
trail of ale chilled at 
a constant 3°C, as 
well as carbonated 
and fresh for up to 
30 days. 

£250 / philips.co.uk 


CUISINART 
ICED DESSERT 
MAKER 

This ice-cream 
maker is every bit 
as cool as its end 
product, with a 
1.4-litre capacity 
for creating frozen 
loveliness in 25 
minutes, And as 
essential as licking 
the lid is, it's still 
dishwasher-safe. 
£ 120 / 

cuisinart.co.uk 


NERF SUPER 
SOAKER 

If the beer doesn't 
cool you off, Nerf's 
Super Soaker 
series reimagined 
for 2020 will. You'll 
find the original 
air-pressure 
system in today’s 
XP20, XP30 and 
XP100 models, 
armed and loaded 
for mild flirting, 
from £10 / 
nerf.hasbro.com 


ANGLEPOISE ORIGINAL 
1227 GIANT OUTDOOR 

£3300 / anglepoise.com 


n | f ever you were going 
to‘love lamp’, the 
Anglepoise Original 
1227 stands as good a 
chance as any of earning 
your affections. A design icon 
conceived in 1935, the classic 
Anglepoise uses pivoting arms 
with a revolutionary spring, 
crank and lever mechanism 
invented by vehicle suspension 
engineer George Carwardine, 
so it can be positioned with a 
light touch but remain in place 
once released - hence ‘angle’ 
and ‘poise’. 

The BFG 

The 1227 has undergone many 
special-edition treatments, 
but if there's one guaranteed 
to get Brick Tamland foaming 
at the mouth it's the ludicrously 
oversized Original 1227 Giant. 
Originally commissioned 
by the Roald Dahl Museum 
as a tribute to the author’s 
favourite writing lamp, it’s 
triple the standard size and 
comes in floorstanding or 


wall-mounted configuration. 
Great for living rooms, not 
so good for gardens... so now 
Anglepoise has created a 
Giant Outdoor version with 
marine-grade stainless steel 
fittings and sealed housings 
to illuminate balconies and 
terraces without electrocuting 
you or your cat. 

James and the giant in peach? 

Along with all that stainless 
steel you'll find an aluminium 
shade, forks and arms, with 
a gloss or satin powder-coat 
finish available in a series of 
standard colours. And you can 
specify a custom colour for an 
additional charge. 

We're not sure which way 
you're intending your garden 
gathering to go, but it’s worth 
noting that BBC guidelines 
once forbade employees from 
illuminating spaces solely with 
an Anglepoise lamp, believing 
it would encourage degenerate 
behaviour. If that's true, we’d 
like an invite. 


OUTDOOR LIGHTING TIPS 


■ READ 
THE ROOM 

Think of your 
garden as an 
extra room 
and consider 
mains-powered 
lighting. It’s not all 
about the summer 
either-a well-lit 
winter garden seen 
from the window 
can be just as 
dramatic. 


■■ CATCH 
THE SUN 

Most wireless 
lights are charged 
via USB, but to go 
self-sufficient try 
solar-powered 
solutions like 
Lumify fairy lights 
(from £35, thesolar 
centre.co.uk) or 
LuminAid inflatable 
lanterns (£21, 
luminaid.com). 


■■■ HEDGE 
YOUR BETS 

Try installing lights 
in or around trees 
and shrubs for an 
interplay of light 
and shade on 
stems. Lighting 
a hedge from 
underneath can 
look cool too, 
giving off the 
effect of cathedral 
columns. 
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TAKE A BIT 
OFF THE TOP 


INCH YOUR 
WAY ALONG 


DON’T 

CLOUD THE ISSUE 


GRASSING 
THEM UP I 



BORN 

1 


GRIPPY 


The 305 is fitted 
with heavy-tread 
wheels for 
excellent traction 
even when it's wet, 
so it can conquer 
gradients without 
slipping. And 
washing off excess 
grass is easy with 
a hosepipe. 



BORN 

1 


SNIPPY 


Like a torture 
scene from a '90s 
horror flick, the 
305's razor-like 
carbon steel blades 
cut little and often, 
with plenty of 
height-adjusting 
options to prevent 
moss growth. 
Chillingly effective. 


A high-resolution 
graphic menu 
display guides 
you through the 
setup, including 
how to activate 
the mower's 
PIN-protected 
alarm should 
someone try to 
run away with it. 
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Even with all the spare time in the world, a chore remains just that, so put 
your feet up and let the robots get to work on your precious patch of green 


H USQVARNA 
AUTOMOWER 305 

£1099 husqvarna.com 


esigned to take all 
the effort out of lawn 
care, the Bluetooth- 
connected Automower 305 
is ideal for anyone with close 
to a tennis court's worth of 
grass to trim (up to 600m 2 ); 
but unlike the competition, 
this robot loves complicated 
layouts. It automatically 
senses narrow passages and 
finds its way even through the 
smallest spaces, varying its 
route to avoid making track 
marks, while it can also be 
set to switch mowing patterns 
from random to systematic, 



which keeps the cut consistent. 
And if it does sense taller 
grass, the 305 does a spiral 
mowing pattern to make sure 
the area is cut as quickly and 
evenly as possible. 


Most robot lawnmowers are 
nowhere near as autonomous 
as their vacuum-cleaner 
cousins, and the Automower 
still needs a boundary wire 
to prevent it going ballistic in 
your begonias. This model also 
requires a guide wire to lead 
it back to the charging base, 
which helps to ensure you 
don't come home to find it 
floundering in a corner. 

With a 70-minute run time 
from a 60-minute charge, this 
6.7kg mower will keep working 
until the job is done - and the 
vicious three-blade cutting 
system can trim to any length 
from 20 to 50mm. If you 
prefer to have more control 
over proceedings, the 
accompanying app will pass 
you the reins to start, stop or 
park the 305 from up to 30 
metres away. 


Just like a real gardener, the 
305 adjusts its workload 
depending on the weather: 
it’ll get out more during periods 
of strong grass growth, but 
then kick back and relax during 
dry sunny periods to reduce 
wear on the lawn. And if you’ve 
got a hilly garden, this thing will 
have earned its rest, because 
it’s capable of handling slopes 
with an incline of up to 40%. 


Flymo is owned by 
Husqvarna these 
days, which might 
be why this robot 
mower for gardens 
up to 350m 2 
benefits from 
high-quality guide 
and boundary 
wires, and reliable 
Bluetooth control. 
Shame it doesn't 
hover, though. 
£700 flymo.com 


Stihl's smallest 
cutter is for lawns 
up to 800m 2 and 
will mow, charge 
and adapt its 
schedule all by 
itself so it doesn't 
get in your way, 
The mulching blade 
puts nutrients back 
into the soil and 
there are 15 height 
settings. 

£999 stihl.co.uk 


This one doesn't 
need perimeter 
wires: instead it 
relies on bumpers 
and a grass sensor 
to tell where it 
is, so there’s no 
installation for 
the foxes to dig 
up. It’s 4WD and 
can cope with 
slopes up to 50%. 
£999/ 

ambrogio.co.uk 


A premium choice 
for lawns up to 
2000m 2 , this stylish 
option uses the 
Gardena app 
for scheduling 
with compatible 
irrigation systems. 
And what are they? 
Find out on the 
next page... 

£1799 / 
gardena.com 


Flonda has been 
intherobo-mower 
business for a long 
time, and its Miimo 
family has a new, 
Alexa-enabled 
member for small 
lawns. Capable 
of cutting up to 
400m 2 , it logs your 
garden's layout and 
can even get under 
garden furniture. 
£1049 honda.co.uk 


An Alexa-equipped 
'bot designed for 
lawns up to 1500m 2 , 
this all-rounder 
can cope with 36% 
inclines, cuts from 
15-60mm and has 
a 60-70min run 
time-plus it has 
an Edge mode for 
leaving no blade 
unsnipped. 

£1499 / 
robomow.com 
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In case you want to use your garden to do some, /know, actual gardening, 
this connected kit will help you live in harmony (and security) with nature 


WE’RE ALSO WILD ABOUT... 



RACHIO 

THRIVE 

Rachio is known for 
its smart sprinklers, 
but Thrive is a fully 
connected system 
for caring for your 
lawn with nutrients 
specific to your soil 
and size of garden. 
The kit includes a 
year's supply and 
a custom schedule 
for its Alexa-ready 
watering systems. 
£poa / rachio.com 



GARDENATURE 
IP BIRD BOX 
SYSTEM 

If you’re after the 
full ‘cam inside the 
nest'setup, these 
cedarwood boxes 
come with an HD 
camera for colour 
streaming even in 
low light, plus black 
and white images 
at night thanks to 
IR night vision, 
£156/ 

gardenature.co.uk 



GREEN 
FEATHERS 
BIRD BOX 
CAMERA 

This wireless Full HD 
cam allows you to 
watch nesting birds 
on your phone, 
tablet or computer. 
Stream live, share 
footage, or relive 
heartwarming 
regurgitations 
stored on microSD, 
from £129 / 
green-feathers.co.uk 



MASTER LOCK 

BIOMETRIC 

PADLOCK 

Whether you're 
securing a gate or 
shed, or performing 
escapology acts 
for garden party 
guests, Master 
Lock's connected 
padlock has 
biometric security 
and can store 
10 different 
fingerprints. 

£89 / masterlock.eu 



NETATMO 

PRESENCE 

Whether you’re 
using Netatmo’s 
outdoor security 
cam and floodlight 
with Gardena’s 
Smart System or 
not, this waterproof 
Full HD device can 
spot intruders 20m 
away and works 
with the big three: 
HomeKit, Alexa and 
Google Assistant. 
£270 / netatmo.com 
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BRISANT 
ULTION SMART 

While you're out 
vegetating in 
the back garden, 
Brisant's smart 
door lock is making 
sure nobody breaks 
in round the front. 

It can even send 
a virtual key to let 
guests in without 
you having to leave 
your hammock, 
from £229 / 
brisant-secure.com 


GARDENA SMART SYSTEM 

from £110 / gardena.com 


isits to the garden 
centre are often a 
mercy mission for 
miracles to cure the greenery 
you've left looking like Wigan's 
DW Stadium pitch after a long 
season of Super League. What 
you really need is something 
or someone that constantly 
takes care of the shrubs so 
you don't have to. What you 
need is the Gardena smart 
garden system, compatible 
with Apple HomeKit and IFTTT. 

Who’s gonna save my soil? 

Among the family of connected 
devices in Gardena's system 
is a Smart Sensor supplying 
real-time data about current 
soil moisture, temperature and 
light intensity. Pair it with the 
Smart Water Control attached 
to your tap and hosepipe, and 
you’ll enjoy fully automated 
watering of your garden. Use 
all that in conjunction with the 
Gateway hub and companion 
app, and you can pick between 
watering on demand or setting 
schedules so you're not 
suddenly drenched during 


a hot date (unless that's your 
intention, you weirdo). 

The gadgets are available 
separately or as part of a 
kit; and because everything 
can be controlled remotely 
from anywhere in the world, 
Gardena has also partnered 
with another smart home 
brand - Netatmo - so you 
can keep an eye on changing 
conditions with its Presence 
outdoor security cam (see left) 
and floodlight. You could even 
switch the sprinklers on to 
soak intruders rather than 
you and your best shirt. 

Water wonderful world 

You can expand your Gardena 
family with a compatible Sileno 
robot lawnmower (see p39), 
Smart Irrigation Control for 
underground watering in up 
to six zones, a Smart Garden 
Pump for supplying your 
home with rain and well water, 
and a Smart Power Adaptor 
for adding lights and water 
features... or illuminating and 
inflating your subtle 6ft-high 
Santa sleigh at Christmas. 



MUDDY TIPS 


■ DON’T SOIL 
YOURSELF 

Need to get your 
hands dirty in 
the flowerbeds? 
Before you get 
stuck in, spray 
your spade 
liberally with a 
silicone or Teflon 
lubricant and the 
coating will make 
mud slip off like... 
er, soil off a shovel. 


■■ BE TOP 
OF THE POTS 

Large plant pots 
can be heavy, but 
they don’t need 
to be filled all the 
way to the bottom 
with soil. Pack the 
bottom third with 
biodegradable 
packing peanuts 
instead and add 
landscape fabric 
on top. 


■ ■■ GIVE 
’EM THE BOOT 

If you want to 
ensure plants 
being brought 
back from the 
garden centre are 
still upright when 
you arrive home, 
pop a ladder in the 
car boot and use 
the gaps between 
the steps as 
compartments. 
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SOILER 
ALERT j 


Smart Soil keeps 
the pH balanced, 
and employs tiny 
pockets of oxygen 
to ensure plants 
get ample 
breathing room 
and nutrients 
whether the soil 
is wet or dry. 




SWEET CHILD 
O’ PINE 


The Smart 
Garden's frame 
is made from pine 
and the shelves 
from birch plywood 
with decorative 
copper details. 
Round the back 
is a felt bag for 
stowing your 
accessories. 
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MY CHARD WILL 
GROW ON 


Adjustable LEDs 
use an enhanced 
light spectrum 
that aids growth. 

Thanks to the 
system's modular 
construction, 
there's no limit to 
how tall your plants 
can grow... except 
for the ceiling. 
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Create a botanical garden of compact crops, hydroponic harvesters and 
smart soil without leaving your house/flat/apocalypse-proof isolation capsule 


CLICK C G 
SMART GA 

€600 clickandgrow.com 


RO 

RD 
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e know full well that 
not everyone has 
a garden. In the UK, 
83% of people live in urban 
environments (globally it’s 
55%) and London is largely 
considered the first European 
megacity. According to the 
Royal College of Psychiatrists, 
the risk of depression is 
20% higher in urbanites... 
but incidence of depression 
is clinically proven to be lower 
when people have access 
to greenery. 

Clearly you’re not going 
to fit Sherwood Forest in your 
one-bed flat, but smart garden 
maker Click & Grow says even 
indoor plants can improve 
health, reduce stress, boost 
air quality and generally make 
us all a bit more chipper. 


Hit me baby, one more thyme 

The Smart Garden 27 is the 
largest setup of Click & Grow's 
three-model range and can be 
used for growing fresh herbs, 
fruit, vegetables or any other 


plants without trudging to an 
allotment. It’s a guaranteed 
harvest too, because it takes 
all-year-round care of the 
light, water and nutrients 
so your crops won’t come 
a cropper. Click & Grow also 
claims its gardens use 95% 
less water than traditional 
agriculture and offer faster 
growing cycles - without the 
need for GMOs, pesticides or 
herbicides - so perhaps this 
really is the future of farming. 

Against all pods 

The Smart Garden 27 works 
like a capsule coffee machine. 
Pop in a biodegradable pod of 
what you want to grow, and 
the LED grow-lights and self¬ 
watering reservoir do the rest. 
Inspired by NASA technology 
for growing plants in space, 
the garden also uses Smart 
Soil that releases nutrients 
in sync with each plant’s life 
cycle... unless you’re cultivating 
another Audrey II from Little 
Shop of Horrors. 


C INDOOR garden tips 


DRY A LITTLE 
TENDERNESS 

Don't drown 
your plants by 
overwatering them, 
you fiend. It's the 
biggest killer of 
houseplants and 
a kneejerk reaction 
to the first sign of 
a problem. Water 
once a week in 
summer and every 
fortnight in winter. 


■ ■ GROW OVER 
TO THE DARK SIDE 

Most houseplants 
are tropical and 
used to living 
under large 
canopies of trees, 
so they can cope 
with low light. If 
you’re planting 
a succulent (like 
a cactus or zebra 
plant), try sticking 
: it near a window. 


■ ■■ LOVE’EM 
AND LEAF ’EM 

Try fertilising your 
houseplants twice 
a year (during 
spring and 
summer), and give 
them a wipe with 
a damp cloth - in 
the wild, the leaves 
would usually be 
cleaned naturally 
by windy and rainy 
: conditions. 


WE’RE ALSO WILD ABOUT... 


VERITABLE 

CONNECT 

Sporting an LED 
colour spectrum 
adapted specifically 
for edible plants, 
this indoor garden 
doesn't just aid 
quick growth - it's 
claimed to develop 
flavours too, The 
tank holds three 
weeks' worth 
of water. 

£259 veritable- 
garden.co.uk 


AVA BYTE 

The Alexa-enabled 
Byte can grow five 
full-sized plants 
with an automated 
lighting/watering 
schedule, and even 
adds an HD camera 
for monitoring and 
creating timelapse 
videos in case 
people really do 
want to know how 
your garden grows. 
$349/ 
avagrows.com 


PLANTUI 
NAKED SMART 
GARDEN 6 

This limited-edition 
'naked' planter 
is a grower and 
a shower, giving 
a clear view of the 
inner hydroponic 
workings. Key to 
quick plant growth 
are the 18 tuned 
LED lights, and it 
has a three-litre 
water capacity. 
€299 plantui.com 


MINDFUL 
DESIGN 
HERB GARDEN 

With a simple shelf 
for plantpots of 
all shapes, this kit 
uses full-spectrum 
LEDs that the 
makers call 'solar 
stimulators': the 
timer gives 16hrs 
on and 8hrs off, 
so your herbs can 
always get a nice 
bit of shut-eye. 
$40 amazon.com 


. 


LEGROW 

INDOOR 

PLANTER 

This Lego-like 
stack of cubes can 
be expanded to 
build a network of 
shrubbery using 
LED grow lamps 
and humidifiers. 

The pots even 
include USB ports 
for charging your 
phone if you get 
lost in the tropics, 
from £32 legrow.co 


AEROGARDEN 
HARVEST 
ELITE SLIM 

Designed for tight 
spaces, the Elite 
Slim hydroponic 
harvester is just 
11cm wide. Despite 
its diminutive size 
it'll grow six pod 
plants five times 
faster than soil, and 
it comes in a sexy 
brushed steel finish. 
£140/ 

aerogarden.com 






















































GARDEN GADGETS 



Whether it's wrestling with a jungle of weeds or pogoing by the light 
of the silvery moon, it still needs a soundtrack. Cue Greensleeves ... 


WE’RE ALSO WILD ABOUT... 



JBL PULSE 4 

With a load of LED 
lights installed 
beneath the 
speaker’s surface, 
the Pulse 4 
puts the ‘blue’ 
in Bluetooth by 
lighting up in sync 
with your tunes. 
There’s IPX7 
waterproofing, 
and despite all that 
illumination it’ll still 
play for 12hrs. 
£200 / jbl.com 



SONOS MOVE 

A Sonos speaker 
roaming free, the 
Move means the 
multiroom champ is 
no longer restrained 
by Wi-Fi or a power 
socket. Switch to 
Bluetooth to take 
it further afield, 
and the IP56 rating 
ensures it should 
cope with a 
moderately wild 
and wet summer. 
£399 / sonos.com 



BOSE 
PORTABLE 
HOME SPEAKER 

Bose promises 
improved 360° 
sound and deeper 
bass than you’ll find 
in any competing 
speaker of the 
same size. It’s 
lightweight too, 
and has a handle 
to make carrying 
it into the garden 
even easier. 

£330 / bose.co.uk 



HOUSE OF 
MARLEY NO 
BOUNDS XL 

HoM’s portable 
speaker is made 
from sustainably 
harvested cork, so 
it’ll float in the pool. 
It’s also lightweight 
and antimicrobial, 
and the cork 
happens to 
be organic and 
biodegradable. 
£80/ 

houseofmarley.co.uk 



ULTIMATE EARS 
WONDER- 
BOOM 2 

The Wonderboom 
2’s outdoor boost 
mode activates 
a preset EQ and 
gives the sturdy 
little speaker that 
extra bit of oomph 
and clarity, There’s 
also13hrsof 
battery life and 
IP67 protection. 
£90/ 

ultimateears.com 



MARSHALL 

TUFTON 

From the masters 
of rock amplification, 
this portable party 
animal has enough 
power to deafen 
the neighbours.., 
and 20hrs of 
stamina to keep 
deafening them 
through the night. 
Best of all, it’s got 
hi-fi refinement as 
well as sheer grunt. 
£200 / currys.co.uk 


BEOSOUND A1 
2ND GEN 

£200 / bang-olufsen.com 


□ ver since Bang & 
Olufsen decided to 
descend into the world 
of affordable audio with its 
playful B&O Play sub-brand 
eight years ago, it’s done 
portable pretty well... but 
something always missing 
was a waterproof speaker. 

The Beosound A12nd Gen 
changes that, and adds some 
extra hidden smarts for outdoor 
adventures - even if, for now, 
that just means walking to the 
bottom of the garden. 

Dane kept a-rollin’ 

B&O Play no longer exists, but 
that doesn’t mean the Danes 
have forgotten how to have 
fun - in a controlled, sensible 
manner. That’s because the 
new A1 lasts longer - up to two 
days - and is lighter. 

B&O can also boast a world 
first on the new A1: it’s the 
only Bluetooth-only speaker 
to sport Alexa voice controls 
built in, hitchhiking on your 
phone for a data connection 


to Amazon’s servers. Tweaked 
audio drivers and Bluetooth 5.1 
deliver enhanced 360° sound 
with a 92dB max loudness 
when streaming, while three 
internal mics make it a very 
capable speakerphone for 
taking business calls from 
the paddling pool. 

If you're feeling flush, buy 
two and pair them for stereo 
sound. As ever, sound can be 
personalised using the Bang 
& Olufsen app, which includes 
five audio presets. 

Heady metal machine 

Design-wise the A1 doesn't 
look any different to the old 
one - well, there was nothing 
wrong with the pearl-blasted 
aluminium chassis before - but 
now there’s that IP67 rating, 
which extends waterproofing 
to the leather carry-rope. 

Bang & Olufsen tends to 
offer seasonal colour changes 
to its products, but for now the 
A1 comes in not-very-partyish 
grey or black. 


GARDEN PARTY TIPS 


■ INSTALL A 
KOOKY JUKEY 

To stop arguments 
(or start them) 
over the garden 
party playlist, try a 
social jukebox app 
like OutLoud (Efree, 
iOS/Android). It lets 
your friends control 
the music, adding 
songs while others 
vote on what 
should go next. 


■ ■ PLAY SOME 
HOUSE MUSIC 

Turn your portable 
speaker towards 
the side of the 
house. You’ll be 
able to increase 
the volume without 
worrying about 
the neighbours 
so much, and audio 
bouncing off the 
walls tends to 
spread out better. 


■ ■■ SWAT 
THE DIFFERENCE 

Great, here come 
the mosquitoes. 
Steer clear of 
standing water, 
try fans (they're 
weak flyers) and 
use insect repellent 
containing picaridin 
- it's odourless and 
non-greasy, and 
doesn’t damage 
synthetics. 




























GARDEN GADGETS • 




Alexa works up 
to five metres 
away and remains 
responsive for 
three hours after 
turning the speaker 
off... although 
that feels a little 
uncomfortable. 


The improved 
audio comes from 
a 3.5in woofer and 
a 3.5in tweeter 
powered by two 
Class-D amplifiers, 
with AAC and aptX 
codecs for high 
streaming quality. 
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Available from shop.kelsey.co.uk/stuff 

plus Readly and Pocketmags 
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• Letterpress 

Boggle meets Othello meets 
Risk as you and a chum do battle 
over a grid of letters. Tiles you 
use turn your colour; those 
surrounded gain a deeper hue 
and cannot be flipped by your 
opponent during their go, The 
winner is whoever flips the last 
tile — assuming they then have 
the highest score. A small board 
and shifting gains make for 
intensely engaging play. 

£free or £4.59 / Android 
£free or £4.99 / iOS 




• Keep Talking and 
Nobody Explodes 

One person sits before their 
device, aiming to defuse a 
modular bomb designed by 
a maniac, Everyone else is 
armed with the manual: a PDF 
seemingly designed to be as 
unhelpful as possible. Cue larks 
and shouting as the clock ticks 
down. It’s basically that scene 
from countless action movies 
reimagined by the bloke behind 
The Witness, 

£9.99 / Android, iOS 



WRIST 



j • Exploding Kittens 

The original card game broke 

■ 

Kickstarter records - yet on 
I mobile, this mix of Russian 
} roulette, strategy and demented 
visuals works even better than 
when you're all sat round a table, 
j For a start, there's a meter that 
i outlines the likelihood of you 
j picking the titular and potentially 
\ game-ending explosive feline, 
i Plus there are unique cards, 
i bonkers animations, and plenty 
| of raucous noise. 

£1.79 / Android • £1.99 / iOS 




• Super Stickman 

Golf 5 

You get two multiplayer options 
in this side-on ball-thwacker: a 
deranged race mode with up to 
four players, where you aim to 
sink your ball before everyone 
else; and rather more sedate 
turn-based matches between 
two players. Handily, you can 
have a bunch of the latter on 
the go at any one time - just 
remember to polish your skills 
in the solo game between turns. 
£free or £2.99 / Android, iOS 


• The Battle of 
Polytopia 

A cut-down take on Civ, this is 
a turn-based take on expanding 
a tiny empire... mostly via a spot 
of small-screen genocide. A key 
advantage over 'proper' Civ is 
the speed and lack of complexity; 
but there’s still plenty of strategy 
here, not least when you find 
yourself commanding a special 
tribe able to birth dragons or 
freeze the landscape on their 
path to victory. 

£free (lAPs) / Android, iOS 


• Clash Royale 

Real-time strategy in a shoebox, 
Clash Royale tasks you with 
smashing up the opposition’s 
three towers. You send troops 
into battle by selecting cards, 
fuelled by gradually replenishing 
energy reserves. It's an odd 
combination, but easy to grasp 
and with plenty of depth. Create 
your own clan and you and 
some friends can have endless 
one-on-one or two-on-two 
skirmishes. 

£free (lAPs) / Android, iOS 
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The cellular shell 

Bontrager XXX WaveCel Road 

Splash out on this innovative lid and, while 
it won't get you up Ventoux any faster, 
at least your brain will be safe from bumps. 

Its collapsible cell-like structure delivers 
superior protection from awkward impacts, 
without affecting aerodynamics or airflow 
to your sweaty head. 

£200 / trekbikes.com 


The wireless backup 

POC Ventral Air Spin NFC 

Winning the leader's jersey is certainly a 
reason to celebrate. Too many recovery 
pints, though, and you might forget the 
colour of your Lycra - let alone what race 
you're on. So an NFC chip in this carapace 
carries all your key medical info. Handy if 
you pass out from, er, over-hydration. 
£220 / pocsports.com 


The beckon beacon 

Specialized S-Works Evade w/ANGi 

It might be nice to pedal free from the 
peloton, but come a cropper on your own 
and it could be hours before someone finds 
you. Don't go AWOL on the road: this 
lightweight shell packs an ANGi crash 
sensor which, paired with your phone, can 
text selected contacts if it detects a fall. 
£230 / specializedconceptstore.co.uk 
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The light rider 

Lumos Matrix 

It takes more than a waving arm to safely 
signal on unlit roads. Add lumens to your 
arsenal with this bright idea: a light bar on 
the lip leads the way, while a dot-matrix 
display at the back tells traffic when you're 
turning or stopping. Control it via a wireless 
remote on your bars, or your Apple Watch. 

£160 / lumoshelmet.co 


CYCLE 
HELMETS 
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Keen to protect his precious 
cranium, Chris Rowlands 
saddles up to find the 
smartest helmets for 
I safer pedalling 


The brighter pilot 

Giro Bexley MIPS 

Your folding e-bike might look more shop 
run than Top Gun , but pull on this headgear 
and you'll feel like Maverick every time you 
nip out for milk, A retractable eye-shield 
keeps your peepers safe, while a light-up 
rear panel ensures civilians will see your 
moves on the byway to the danger zone. 

£215 / tredz.co.uk 
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The custom can 

Hexr 

As Mum's always maintained, your noggin is 
unique. That's why Hexr scans your skull to 
create a 30,000-point digital model, before 
3D-printing a helmet that’s bespoke to your 
bonce. Not only does that mean a flawless 
fit, but its honeycomb shell also provides 
next-level energy absorption in an accident. 

£299 / hexr.com 


The wonder armour 

Hedkayse One 

Like a bulletproof scrum cap, this rugged 
wrapper will see you through repeated 
two-wheeled tackles. Unlike standard foam, 
its Enkayse padding takes bumps without 
deforming, so it can cushion your nut from 
further collisions - and its ballistic nylon 
outer layer is flexible enough to fold away. 

£150 / hedkayse.com 


The double cover 

MET Allroad 

Commute via the forest trail and those 
trousers are going to get dirty. But at least 
if you don this adaptable all-rounder your 
head will be shielded from rain and spray. An 
LED at the rear ensures you're seen on the 
streets, while a detachable visor guards 
your eyes when you go off-road. 

£50 / met-helmets.com 


HOWTO 

DECIDE 


1 Pick’n’MIPS 

Want extra protection? Helmets with a 
Multi-directional Impact Protection System 
(MIPS) are designed to reduce damage to your 
brain caused by rotational forces in a crash. 


2 Hug a heady 

How a helmet grips your head is key to comfort 
and safety. There are several types of retention 
system, so spend time finding one that suits 
your skull. 
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Got helmet, 
need bike? 

See our picks 
on p66 
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Hie robocap 

Coras SafeSound Urban 

It's not technically illegal to text while you 
pedal but, like riding with no handlebars, 
it could easily put you in a hedge. Speak 
safely from the saddle with this connected 
helmet. Paired with your blower via 
Bluetooth, buttons on the wireless remote 
make taking calls and skipping tunes 
a cinch. The integrated earphones are 
open too, so you’ll never be surprised 
by the po-po. 

$120 / coros.com 
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3 Flow rider 

A lid with plenty of ventilation usually suits 
summer cyclists, while less breeze is better 
in winter, Airflow is also key for aero, so choose 
something slick if you're tackling time trials. 



4 Weighting game 

Pursuing that Strava record is pressure enough 
without a heavy helmet on your head, Modern 
cans are lighter than ever, but LEDs and smart 
features can add all-important weight, 





























Words Kieran Alger] 


mum TESTED POLAR GRIT X 



Polar’s first outdoor-ready multi-sport watch 
has the smarts, toughness and stamina to 
suit the most dedicated endurance freak 


£379 / stuff .tv/PolarGritX 

Launching a sports watch aimed 
at ultra-outdoorsy types while 
half the world's on lockdown is 
a ballsy move. But the Grit X, the 
first watch in Polar's line-up built 
for adventures beyond the urban 
streets, is all about going big. 

It packs 40hrs of battery life, 
extendable to lOOhrs in low-GPS 
mode; heart-rate-based fuelling 
guidance that helps you avoid 
hitting the wall on endurance feats; 
Komoot-powered route planning 
with turn-by-turn nav on the 
wrist; and a Hill Splitter tool that 
unpicks your performance on the 
ups and downs. That's all wrapped 
up in a design that's as light as 
a Forerunner 945 and almost as 
rugged as a Fenix 6 Pro. 

But perhaps the biggest reason 
to have a closer peek at the Grit X 
is that you get all that for £379, a 
much more wallet-friendly price 
compared to most other top-end 
trackers. So does it really have the 
skills to go the distance against 
a Fenix? Or is it just a Vantage V 
wrapped up in a different jacket? 



Donut stop me now 

The Grit X's FuelWise alerts 
remind you when to eat to stay 
energised during longer events, 
based on real-time heart-rate 
effort (1). This excellent tool is 
much smarter than the basic 
time-based alerts on other 
watches, and on our 45-mile 
ultra run it worked a treat. 


Hill communication 

Hill Splitter automatically tracks 
your performance on climbs and 
descents, displaying how many 
you’ve done plus current speed, 
ascent/descent and distance 2 ). 
Sadly there’s a delay before the 
watch recognises you’re on a 
and often we’d topped a climb 
before the stats appeared. 


Routing for you 

Grit X users can use Komoot's 
route-planning and discovery 
tools to create adventures and 
sync them automatically to the 
watch. Once you're on the move, 
you get reliable turn-by-turn 
navigation (3) that keeps you 
on track even in trickier areas 
with less well-trodden paths. 
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How do the Polar Grit X’s tech features fare 
when subjected to extreme testing in the wild? 


■ Hold back the drain 

The Grit X's claimed 40hr 
battery life, extendable 
to lOOhrs in low-power 
mode, isn't far off the 
truth. We burnt 30% on 
a 10-hour ultra run with 
full GPS and we’d predict 
30-35hrs' workout time 
with heart tracking on, 


■ The beat goes off 

Polar's Precision Prime 
optical heart-rate sensor 
tech uses an improved 
10-LED array - boosted 
from nine on the Vantage 
V, Sadly it's still prone 
to surges and spikes, so 
you'll need a chest strap 
for real accuracy, 


■ Crisper in the night 

The 240x240 colour 
touchscreen is crisp and 
easy to read, although 
swipes and taps can be 
laggy, Thankfully Polar has 
fixed the button stiffness 
of the Vantage V and 
these controls work 
well on their own, 


■ Lightening bolt 

At 64g, the Grit X is much 
lighter than most outdoor 
watches - thanks to 
a carbon-reinforced 
polymer back cover. 
That's noticeable on 
longer runs, even if it 
does make the watch 
feel a little cheap. 


The Grit X comes in two 
strap sizes and three 
colourways: all black, 
green and silver or 
white and silver. 


Screen 1.2in 240x240 colour touchscreen 
Connectivity Bluetooth LE, USB 
Sensors GPS, Glonass, Galileo, heart-rate, 
altimeter, compass Water-resistance 100m 
Battery life 40hrs, lOOhrs in low-GPS mode 
Dimensions 47x47x13mm case, 64g 


Running commentary 


Distance 


Ascent 


Ticky don’t lose that slumber 

Polar’s sleep insights are now 
the most advanced you'll find 
on a watch. The Nightly Recharge 
score combines your sleep score 
with a reading on how well your 
body recovers on a deeper level 
overnight. Great, although it did 
sometimes clock super-chilled 
sofa time as sleep. 


Waking up is hard to do 

The FitSpark tool recommends 
mobility, cardio and strength 
workouts for the day ahead, 
based on how you’ve bounced 
back overnight. It didn’t always 
match our mood, but each 
workout comes complete with 
move-by-move animations on 
the screen to guide you. 


STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 

For urbanites who 
occasionally venture 
into the wild for longer 
adventures, the Grit X 
packs a lot for the price 


f ‘ At £200 cheaper than the cheapest Fenix 6, the 
R Grit X is a bargain for anyone who straddles the 
® ’ jf v worlds of outdoor trail adventure and traditional 

urban pursuits. It's a well-built, sharp-looking 
wearable with superb battery life - and it’s 
crammed with compelling and innovative tools, tracking 
and insights. (a)KieranAlger 
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These five handsets all offer something a bit different, but 
can 2020’s odd squad lure you away from the status quo? 


Apple iPhone SE 


What’s the story? 

If you scoff at the thought of 
paying over £1000 for an iPhone, 
Apple has extended you a cute little 
olive branch in the shape of the 
sub-£500 SE model. Take some 
components from its flagships (like 
the A13 Bionic chip and speedy 
charging), compromise with the 
display, single camera and lack 
of Face ID, squish all that into a 
smaller body, and you have Apple’s 
compact entry-level contender. 

Is it any good? 

If you're already an iOS diehard 
with an iPhone 8 onwards, the SE 
isn't for you. But if you're in dire 
need of an Apple upgrade, step 
right up - and at this price, the 
SE might even lure a few Android 
users. With its dinky 4.7in display 
and refreshingly lightweight form 
factor, the SE is a bit of a wolf in 
bubblegum-coloured clothing. 

There’s no OLED, just an LCD 
‘Retina HD' screen with the same 
pixel density as the one on the 
iPhone 11. Indoors it's bright and 


Price from £419 / stuff.tv/iPhoneSE 


clear, but in direct sunlight the 
struggle is real. 

The 12MP camera is capable, 
though it relies heavily on that A13 
chip for image processing. Portrait 
mode isn't as effective but you 
can get some great results in bright 
light, while a 7MP front snapper 
is sufficient for FaceTime calls. 
Video-wise, you can shoot 4K up 
to 60fps, but it does have a weird 
smoothing effect to it. 

The A13 chip is the star, making 
the SE a claimed 40% faster than 
the iPhone 8 and on a par with 
Apple’s very best. It zips between 
tasks and apps with grace, while 
the Neural Engine (vital for AR 
apps) adds a dash of futureproofing 
to what might otherwise look like 
a slightly outdated iPhone with a 
battery struggling to last a day. 
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Key specs 

• 4.7in 1334x750 LCD screen 

• A13 Bionic chip, 3GB RAM 

• 64/128/256GB storage 

• 12MP rear camera, 7MP front 

• 138x67x7.3mm, 148g 



STUFF SAYS A super-speedy introduction to the joys of 
iOS without the usual budget-busting trimmings ★★★★☆ 
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BEST FOR 
ENTERING 
THE FOLD 




Tiny tempter 

On the shell of the 
Z Flip is a l.lin screen 
that shows the time 
and notifications, 
and doubles as a 
second viewfinder. 


Lethal bezel 

The main display 
is 6.7in, with a 
screen-to-bezel 
ratio of 82.5% - 
about the same as 
the iPhone 11 Pro. 


Samsung Galaxy Z Flip 


Price £1300 stuff.tv/ZFlip 




What's the story? 

All foldable phones so far have 
been a bit fragile, but Samsung 
is gunning for mainstream 
glory with its latest take 
on the trend, the Z Flip. This 
clamshell seems robust, shiny 
and capable on first inspection, 
with fewer compromises than 
the Motorola Razr; but are we 
still convinced after living with 
it for a week? 

Is it any good? 

Yes, the Galaxy Z Flip is our top 
foldable pick. Its screen isn’t so 
exposed as those of its rivals, 


and is therefore less prone 
to damage, while, the Gorilla 
Glass on the outside is as 
hardy as we need it to be. The 
OLED display puts it on a par 
with the current iPhones for 
clarity and HDR credentials, 
although its hinge results in 
the most pronounced crease 
of all the foldables. 

Cameras are a solid 8/10: 
nothing sensational, but 
reliable. There’s the same 
12MP main lens from the 
Galaxy S10, only without any 
dual-aperture witchcraft; it's 
joined by a 12MP ultra-wide, 


and the same 10MP selfie-cam 
found on the S20. Overall, 
pictures look mighty, with 
great clarity and dynamic 
range, plus it can shoot 4K 
at up to 60fps. 

The Android experience is 
virtually identical to the S20’s. 
If you're sold into Samsung’s 
ecosystem, it’s a dream. If not, 
prepare to ignore a few of the 
Ul elements. 

Power-wise, it isn't rocking 
the greatest specs but still 
significantly outperforms 
the Razr, and the 3300mAh 
battery will cope all day thanks 


to the energy-saving mini 
display. So is it worth the hefty 
asking price? Not if you want 
bang for your buck; but if you 
crave a compact clamshell 
that unfurls into a full-screen 
smartphone, it’s the only one 
worth considering. 
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Key specs 

• 6.7in 2636x1080 + 
l.lin 300x112 AMOLED 

• Snapdragon 855+, 

8GB RAM# 256GB 

• 12MP+12MP rear, 10MP front 

• 167x74x7.2mm (unfolded), 
87x74x17.3mm (folded), 183g 


STUFF SAYS The easiest foldable to recommend, despite its sky-high price ★★★★☆ 




















































Faster blaster 

Sony's first 5G 
smartphone has 
a Snapdragon 865 
and 8GB of RAM, so 
expect blazing-fast 
performance. 


GROUP TEST MOBILE MASH-UP 


BEST FOR 

SCREEN 

ADDICTS 


Laster blaster 

A hefty 4000mAh 
battery will get you 
from breakfast 
to bedtime, and 
wireless charging 
makes a return. 


Sony Xperia 11I 


Price £1099 stuff.tv/Xperialii 


What’s the story? 

Like taking photos? This Sony 
has the kind of focusing tech 
that could embarrass a DSLR. 
The Xperia 11I gets a trio 
of lenses capable of 20fps 
shooting, and a dedicated 
pro-grade camera app to get 
the best from them. Add in 5G, 
Snapdragon's top chip and a 
4K HDR display, and you've 
got an alliance to put the 
Avengers to shame. 

Is it any good? 

The Xperia 11I borrows brains 
from Sony's other divisions to 


create a truly capable flagship 
phone - albeit with niche 
appeal. Gamers, spec junkies 
and movie buffs will all find 
something to like here, while 
photographers will appreciate 
how close a phone can get to 
matching a 'real' camera for 
speed and flexibility. 

A side-mounted fingerprint 
sensor and gesture-based 
shortcuts built into the screen's 
edge put your apps within 
easy reach, while the display 
gives unparalleled clarity. It 
misses out on a silky-smooth 
high refresh rate, and isn't too 


bright outside, but you won't 
find a more detailed screen 
on a phone. 

Photographers get main, 
ultra-wide and zoom lenses 
with a time-of-flight sensor 
for crazy-quick focus and 
burst shooting. Images are 
packed with detail, and the 
Photo Pro app gives more 
fine-grain control than on 
any other phone; but colours 
can be quite restrained and 
it sometimes struggles with 
dynamic range. 

A 4K HDR display and 
DSLR-sourced camera smarts 


don’t come cheap, but 
pre-orders bag a pair 
of Sony WH-1000XM3 
noise-cancelling headphones 
and a three-month Tidal 
subscription, while some 
network deals undercut a 
top-spec Galaxy or iPhone 
by as much as £20 a month. 


Key specs 

• 6.59in 3840x1644 OLED 

• Snapdragon 865,8GB RAM 

• 256GB + microSD 

• 12MP+12MP+12MP+ToF 
rear, 8MP front 

• 166x72x7.9mm, 181g 


STUFF SAYS A feature-packed, cinephile-grade flagship that’s seriously photo-friendly ★★★★☆ 









GROUP TEST MOBILE MASH-UP 


BEST FOR 

PENNY 

PINCHERS 




Happy hours 

The G8's 4000mAh 
battery is close to 
class-leading and 
easily got us 
through a day 
of heavy use. 



r 


Tappy hours 

With 4GB of RAM 
and 64GB storage, 
swipes and taps are 
smooth and there's 
room for plenty 
of photos. 


Moto G8 


£180 stuff.tv/MotoG8 


What's the story? 

Motorola’s G-series has 
always knocked it out of the 
park when it comes to value 
for money. With everyone 
shacking up at home saving 
their pennies, the G8 laughs in 
the face of Apple's ‘affordable 1 
SE by being a full £239 
cheaper - heck, you could 
buy two and still have change 
for a decent pair of wireless 
headphones to go with it. 

Is it any good? 

What does £180 get you? 
Decent power, three cameras 
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around the back, biometric 
security and a hefty battery. 
There's a case included, and 
a punch-hole selfie-camera 
like the ones you see on some 
flagship phones. 

Compared to the more 
expensive Moto G7, the 
design has been pared back 
and the glass swapped for 
plastic, while NFC is AWOL. 
The 6.4in 720p LCD screen 
is also a noticeable step down 
from a 1080p panel. Still, it's 
an Android phone that looks 
decent, will last you a full 
day and packs a seriously 


respectable camera for the 
price - and while the lack of 
AMOLED is noticeable, the 
lower resolution won’t be a 
factor unless you're blessed 
with 20/20 vision. 

The rear camera array 
is spearheaded by a 16MP 
primary snapper with a nice 
wide f/1.7 aperture, as well as 
both laser and phase-detect 
autofocus for sharp shots. 

It's accompanied by an 8MP 
ultra-wide camera and a 2MP 
macro. Impressively, the G8 
can capture 4K video, and it's 
also loaded up with plenty of 


extravagant shooting modes 
to play with. 

Running Android 10 with 
full access to the Play Store, 
the G8 delivers excellent app 
support and runs smoothly 
with Snapdragon 665 power. 
This makes it the best phone 
you can get for the price from 
a power point of view. 
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Key specs 

• 6.4in 1560x720 LCD 
Snapdragon 665,4GB RAM 
64GB + microSD 

• 16MP+2MP+8MP rear, 8MP 
front 161x76x9mm,188g 


S fUl SA A workhorse with a decent camera and stonking battery life for the price ★★★★• 
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GROUP TEST MOBILE MASH-UP 


available. 



Some body to lug 

The5000mAh 
battery might 
account for why 
this handset is so 
huge, but it means 
two days of juice. 


BEST FOR 

MOBILE 

MAVERICKS 


LG V60 ThinQ 5G 


Price $799 / stuff ,tv/V605G 


What’s the story? 

You'd be forgiven for thinking 
LG had stopped making 
flagships. The Korean brand 
doesn’t get the same column 
inches as Samsung, but that’s 
not fair because LG is still 
kicking out excellent phones... 
the latest of which is a bold 
5G handset with incredible 
battery life and a case that 
doubles your screen space. 

Is it any good? 

With an oversized screen, 5G, 
a quad-DAC headphone output 
and best-in-class battery life, 


the V60 could be one of the 
handsets of the year. If you 
like your phones big, you’ll be 
rewarded by an outstandingly 
crafted piece of hardware, 
with IP68 water-resistance, 
Gorilla Glass front and back, 
and an aluminium frame. 

A 1080p 60Hz panel keeps 
costs down and may irk spec 
nerds, but it's well calibrated 
and bright. In fact, there are 
two great panels: most V60’s 
come with a bundled Dual 
Screen case that puts an 
identical-sized display on the 
inside of the cover. It’s weird, 


wonderful, and turns this into 
a unique faux-flipper. 

Then we come to the V60's 
cameras. The back appears 
to have three, but there are 
actually only two - the other 
hole is a time-of-flight sensor, 
as found on the Sony on p55. 
The LG's main 64MP sensor 
uses pixel-binning to produce 
detailed images, while night 
mode improves low-light 
snaps (obviously) - but it's 
not the best in the business. 
The 13MP ultra-wide lens 
captures more of the scene, 
but with no optical zoom 


you’re relying on digital only 
and the quality is poor. 

Still, the V60 is possibly the 
best Android phone for video. 
Creators are spoilt for options, 
and when you add in 8K 
recording, LG has quietly put 
out a phone that’s as good as 
any at capturing footage. 

Key specs 

• 2x 6.8in 2460x1080 OLED 

• Snapdragon 865,8GB RAM 

• 128GB/256GB + microSD 

• 64MP+13MP+ToF rear, 10MP 
front • 169x78x8.9mm, 214g 
+ 176x86x14.9mm, 134g 


STUFF SAYS The case is niche; the battery life is the best you’ll get on a 5G phone today ★★★★☆ 
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Dyson VII Animal 



Samsung Jet 90 Pet 


Do you like cable-free liberty but think the 
whole idea of robot vacuum cleaners is 
fundamentally stupid? Do you have a hairy 
animal living in your house? Then you need 
a cordless stick vac with enough slurping 
power to pull great clumps of fur out of 
your carpet fibres - and Dyson's vibrantly 
sexy VII Animal is the obvious choice. 

Squeezing all the brand's famed suction 
skills into a device that's portable enough 
to swing around the house like a big copper 
sword, this is basically the standard VII 
without the high-torque head for £50 less... 
but there’s no need to tell the dog that. 


The Pet version of Samsung's Jet 90 stick 
echoes the basic ‘elongated plasma rifle’ 
form of the VII, but dispenses with the 
striking colours for a look that’s less Doom, 
more dining room. As with the Dyson, 
the long tubular section is removable for 
close-quarters action, but here it’s also 
telescopic, while the extendable crevice 
tool gives you a few more inches to reach 
those gruesome cornice cobwebs. 

Just as before, there's no real difference 
between this and the standard model 
except for the absence of one attachment 
(a sort of electric mop) and a £50 saving. 


Once fully charged, the VII Animal is let 
loose on a rug that's popular with both 
a moulting dog and a long-haired cat. The 
fact that its 0.76-litre bin is filled to the 
‘max' mark within about 40 seconds tells 
us three things: it’s a mighty strong sucker, 
stick vacs will always have to sacrifice a 
little dust-storage capacity for portability, 
and that rug was a disgrace. 

Luckily, Dyson’s clever ‘point and shoot’ 
emptying mechanism means it's no bother 
at all to dump a load and get back to work. 
Five attachments, including a soft brush 
for fragile areas, ensure every inch of the 
home is quickly and thoroughly de-fluffed. 

Price £499 stuff.tv/V11Animal 
Tech 5 attachments 185W (boost mode) 
Up to Ihr run time, 4.5hrs charging time 
0.76-litre bin 2.97kg 


Honestly, we could vacuum Buckingham 
Palace three times with each of these 
machines (mind your feet, ma’am) and not 
be able to pick a winner in terms of overall 
performance. It’s all about the suction, and 
they're both really good at it. 

What does become apparent quite 
quickly, however, is that the Samsung 
is a little less tiring to use. It’s lighter, and 
there’s no trigger to keep squeezing - just 
a simple stop/start button to press once 
and forget. The only real drawback is that 
the bin is a fair bit smaller and doesn't have 
the Dyson's auto-emptying trick, so you’ll 
have to tip it out manually. You grotty serf. 

£549 stuff.tv/Jet90Pet 
4 attachments 200W (max mode) 
Up to Ihr run time, 3.5hrs charging time 
0.5-litre bin 2.8kg 


Superb - it’s worth getting a dog just so you Not as desirable as the Dyson, but just about 

can buy one of these to clean up after it edges it on the practicalities 


FUEL IF YOU 
THINK ITS 
HOOVER 


You can stash 
the Dyson in a dark 
corner and juice it 
up just by plugging 
in the charger, or 
use the included 
docking station - a 
plastic mount that 
screws to the wall. 
The battery can 
also be unclipped 
for charging off the 
vac; or if you fancy 
a tidier solution with 
space to hang all 
your attachments, 
the free-standing 
Floor Dok is an 
extra £100. 

The Samsung 
comes with a 
free-standing 
Z Station charging 
dock. You can clip 
all the attachments 
to the back while 
the vac is getting 
fuelled up, and 
there's even a 
slot in the base 
for charging a spare 
battery at the same 
time. This is a great 
way to double the 
device's run time... 
except that a 
second battery 
costs £149. 
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The Dyson's LCD screen shows 
which mode you’re in, gives an 
estimate of remaining run time, 
and flashes red when you're 
almost out of power. 


2 Dog’s life 

Eco mode might just give you 
a full hour of operation; in ‘auto’ 
it's closer to half an hour. Boost 
mode is great but absolutely 
murders the battery. 


3 Cat calls 

The Samsung's functional 
display shows blockage 
warnings as well as operating 
modes. There are separate 
LEDs for battery status. 


4 Cat nap 

Battery life isn't noticeably 
different to that of the Dyson. 
Go easy on that ‘max’ mode if 
you want to get through more 
than one room on a charge. 














ONE 

APPLE MAGIC 
KEYBOARD 


Yes, we know - Apple’s 
new iPad keyboard costs 
as much as a whole tablet, 
and it feels like a brick in 
your bag. But it’s so lovely 
to use! The trackpad is dinky 
but responsive and works 
with the full range of iPadOS 
gestures, and switching 
your iPad between tablet 
and ‘laptop’ modes really 
is a breeze. 

from £299 / apple.com 


TWO 

APPLE PENCIL 


You might have ten little 
styluses at the end of your 
arms, but for most of us 
they're too sausage-like 
for precision work. With 
the Apple Pencil, you can 
be an artist. You'll need the 
second-gen one, though, 
and it’s 30 quid more than 
its predecessor. Still, the 
new Pencil’s flat edge 
means it won’t roll off the 
table into the dog's mouth. 
£119 / apple.com 


THREE 

SONY DUALSHOCK 4 


We at Stuff maintain that 
the best iPad games are 
the ones that are geared 
specifically towards the 
platform. But if you want 
console-style thrills 
on a tablet, don't bother 
grappling with virtual game 
controls — connect a real 
controller instead. Of those 
we've tried, the DualShock 
is by far the best bet for 
traditional gaming. 

£50 / playstation.com 
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Words Craig Grannell 
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1 GO A LITTLE BIT P.C. 


Don't fancy that pricey Magic 
Keyboard? No matter — any 
Bluetooth mouse will support 
iPadOS’s cursor, which morphs 
and merges with content. 

A Magic Trackpad 2 is better, 
mind, since you get whizzy 
gestural stuff too. Fine-tune 
the system by opening Settings 
and delving into Home Screen & 
Dock > Multitasking > Gestures, 
General > Trackpad & Mouse > 
Accessibility > Pointer Control. 


2 IMPROVE REALITY 


Augmented reality hasn't been 
the game-changer Apple was 
hoping for.., at least, not yet. 
Still, the App Store has plenty 
of apps and games that merge 
the real and the virtual — and 
the iPad Pro's LiDAR scanner 
improves the AR experience, 
Surfaces are detected more 
rapidly, and the Measure app 
now veers on accurate rather 
than being akin to a drunk guy 
with a measuring tape. 


3 SHOOTSOMEONE 


Don't literally shoot anyone, 
obviously. But the rear of the 
iPad Pro now features a 12MP 
wide camera and a 10MP 
ultra-wide. None of that will 
make a flagship smartphone 
jealous, but it's more than 
enough for capturing fab photos 
and top-notch 4K video, which 
you can squirt into leading 
iPad apps ready for an editing 
session that will really show 
what your tablet's made of. 





H BE A PLAYER 


There was a certain amount of 
grumbling when the new iPad 
Pro was launched with an A12Z 
processor that’s actually just 
the old A12X with an extra GPU 
core. But beyond extra clout in 
graphics, this device also gets 
6GB of RAM across the board 
(only the 1TB model got that 
before). The upshot: this tablet 
is a monster for games, including 
the kind you'd usually associate 
with consoles and PCs. 



5 GET YOUR ART IN GEAR 


If you have a Magic Keyboard, 
it's tempting to turn your iPad 
into a sort-of-laptop. But Apple's 
tablet is best when used in the 
hand, and nowhere is this more 
obvious than when making art. 
Whether you're a dabbler or 
the next Picasso, spend time 
burying yourself in Procreate or 
Autodesk SketchBook, making 
a glorious creative mess free 
from the risk of grinding paint 
into the carpet. 
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6 DO SOME EFFING WORK 


Having spent the best part of a 
grand (or more) on a tablet, you 
might want to be productive. 
You could head straight for 
Office or Google Docs, but 
take a look at iPad-specific 
fare first. Smash out ideas with 
MindNode, organise your life 
with Fantastical, track news with 
NetNewsWire, plan and write 
complex texts in Scrivener, and 
even make spreadsheets fun 
with Numbers. 
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PIXELMATOR 

PHOTO 

Cheap as chips 
but eye-poppingly 
effective, this app 
uses Al trained 
on millions of pro 
photos to fix your 
snaps. For more 
control, just dive 
into the sidebar. 
£4.99 
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KORG 
GADGET 2 

GarageBand is 
great but Gadget 
goes the extra 
mile with tons of 
tweakable synths, 
samplers and 
drum machines. 
Ideal for budding 
Florian Schneiders. 
£38.99 



LUMAFUSION 

Desktop-grade 
video editing 
on a tablet? Yep. 
LumaFusion can 
chew through 4K 
footage on an iPad 
Pro, and has all 
the controls and 
effects you need 
for YouTube 
superstardom. 
£28.99 
























































































STUFF PROMOTION 





The webcam 
captures your every 
grimace in 720p 30fps 
glory, and uses IR for 
face-unlocking in 
the dark 


It has Bluetooth 5, 
Wi-Fi, Ethernet, 4K 
HDMI,a mic/headphone 
jack and USB ports 
galore including 
Thunderbolt 3. 






STEALTHY 

LIFESTYLE 

Four reasons why the MSI GS66 Stealth isn’t just a gaming laptop 



laptop is for life, not 
just for gaming. That 
could mean watching 
films, listening to 
music... heck, if you get really 
bored you might even want to 
do some work on the thing. So 
while the new MSI GS66 Stealth 
wears its gaming pedigree with 
pride, what we're talking about 
here is an all-round Windows PC 
that can handle everything you 
choose to chuck its way. Here's 
why the GS66 Stealth is the only 
laptop you need... 

1. It looks the business 

You wouldn’t make a laptop with 
‘Stealth’ in its name and paint it 
16 shades of pink, would you? 

So the GS66’s reinforced metal 


chassis comes in a matt Core 
Black finish befitting its sleek, 
angular design. 

In the spirit of ‘less is more', 
there are no distractions here; 
just clean, unfussy lines and a 
discreet logo. In black. 

2. It’s got a stunning display 

Open up the GS66 Stealth and 
your lucky eyes will be greeted 
by a 15.6in screen with Full HD 
1920x1080 resolution and close 
to 100% sRGB colour - perfect 
for watching movies, playing 
games or even using Photoshop 
for editing tasks that require 
colour accuracy while you're 
working from home. And that 
display refreshes at up to 300Hz 
for ultra-smooth movement. 


3. Its speakers sound like speakers 

Have you become used to laptop 
speakers that rip all the bass out 
of your music and replace it with 
the sound of someone trying to 
break out of a dustbin? No longer: 
this laptop has a Dynaudio sound 
system with Duo Wave speaker 
tech for full-range hi-fi audio. 

4. It won’t chain you to the wall 

The GS66 Stealth’s 99.9Wh 
battery is as big as you can go 
without having to worry about 
cabin baggage restrictions; it'll run 
for up to 9hrs between charges. 
And it’s recharged via USB-C, so 
when it does run out you can top 
it up with a portable powerbank. 

Head to msi.com to find out more. 





YOU’RE STILL 
IN THE GAME 


Don’t worry, MSI hasn’t 
forgotten the players: the 
GS66 Stealth has all the 
power you need to stay 
at the top of your game, 
including real-time 
ray tracing support 
for super-realistic 
lighting effects. Other 
key specs include an 
Intel Core i7 or i9 CPU, 
16GB or 32GB of RAM, 
Nvidia GeForce graphics 
up to RTX 2080 Super 
Max-Q, up to 1TB of 
storage and a per-key 
customisable keyboard. 

It also has ultra-thin 
fan blades for ultimate 
heat dissipation. 










TESTED TECHNICS EAH-AZ70W 



Uptown 
tap ranking 


Silencing everything but the music is a cinch 
with Technics' wireless noise-cancelling 
buds... and the music sounds good 
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Case against time 

Six hours of playback with ANC 
matches most rivals, but it's the 
capacity of the charging case 
that lets Technics down. It's good 
for two full charges and a total 
of 18 hours; Sony and Sennheiser 
will give you three full charges. 


Mutey call 

The Bluetooth connection is 
separated between buds for 
a strong connection and sonic 
delivery. That extends to call 
quality, with MEMS microphones 
and beamforming tech picking up 
speech and killing ambient noise. 


£240 / stuff ,tv/AZ70W 


■ Technics has had a bit of a 
scattergun approach to audio 
since its 2014 comeback. First 
we got super-high-end separates, 
then an all-in-one soundsystem, 
before the return of its iconic SL 

DJ decks. None of these were 
exactly affordable, but that changes 
with its first pair of noise-cancelling 
true wireless earphones, 

■ Design-wise these buds are a 
lot like Sennheiser's Momentum 
True Wireless 2, only fractionally 
heavier and £40 cheaper. They 
have IPX4 water-resistance and 
the Bluetooth antenna has been 
integrated into the touch sensors, 

■ We'd prefer foam tips, but there 
are five silicone sizes in the box and 
we have no trouble getting a nice 
fit, An ‘acoustic control chamber’ 

in each bud controls airflow and 
balances frequencies, while sound 
emanates from graphene-coated 
10mm dynamic drivers. 

■ Noise-cancelling comes via a 
‘dual hybrid' system capturing the 
noise both outside and inside the 
headphones. Save for a struggle in 
windy conditions, which we're told 
will be fixed with a firmware update 
at launch, results are impressive.., 

if not quite Sony standard, There’s 
an ambient mode, and support for 
Siri, Google Assistant and Alexa. 

■ Technics products should be 
judged on the glow they give to 
audiophiles - and thanks to a 
combination of analogue and digital 
processing, these sound terrific, 

The oversized drivers deliver plenty 
of low end, but not at the expense 
of the balanced highs and mids, 


Tech specs 


Connectivity Bluetooth 5, USB-C 
Battery life 6hrs + 12hrs case 
Weight 2x 7g, case 65g 


STUFF SAYS Technics’ true wireless debut is a triumph for sound quality ★★★★★ 


It’s all about 
the audio... and 
Technics has 
really nailed it 

James Day 



A bit like Bang & Olufsen, Technics is a brand that does lavish hi-fi systems very 
well and has shrunk that tech down to deliver affordable personal audio. While the 
charging case lacks a little bit of juice, the AZ70s score highly in the noise-cancelling 
stakes, and even higher when it comes to sound quality. Yes, the big drivers help, but 
it's a winning combination of proprietary internals that does the business. 


S 63 
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MUM TESTED FUJIFILM X-T200 


Fuji’s flexible and affordable X-T200 mirrorless 
camera has enough features to please just about 
everyone... including aspiring video bloggers 


£749 (with 15-45mm lens) / 
stuff.tv/XT200 

Sitting as near as dammit to the 
very cheap end of Fujifilm's X 
series, the X-T200 is a versatile 
and lightweight system camera 
with a lot going for it: 4K video, a 
revamped autofocus system with 
face and eye detection, 8fps stills 
shooting, improved low-light 
performance, a tilting and twisting 
touchscreen that can be flipped 
fully frontwards, and Fuji's beloved 
film simulation modes. 

That's all available - complete 
with a power zoom lens - for 
£749, which sounds like a steal 
for anyone taking their first steps 
into serious photography. 

Staying true to the analogue 
look of the X series, this is a 
handsome yet functional little 
device of mostly metal and 
grippy faux leather. Even with 
that 15-45mm kit lens attached, 
it's an extremely compact and 
lightweight camera for its class, 
and easy to use one-handed... 
although we couldn't wait to 
grab it with both. 
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Fuji wonderland 

On the top you'll find dials for 
flicking between film simulation 
modes and shooting modes, 
and adjusting settings (1) . On 
the back are the menu, joystick 
controls and a 3.5in display. 
Buttons or a touchscreen, it's 
your choice, and tapping to set 
the focus point is always handy. 


Yes sir, I can Fuji 

The screen flips 180° to please 
selfie-takers and vloggers, and 
can be tilted to any angle you 
desire (2). You also have the 
option of an OLED viewfinder 
for composing and reviewing 
your shots (3) - while not 
the sharpest or brightest, it's 
impressive for this price range. 


Blame it on the Fuji 

The ‘digital gimbal’ (essentially 
gyroscope-powered image 
stabilisation) limits movie quality 
to 1080p video at 30fps, only 
works with certain lenses, and 
crops images severely to give 
them breathing room. But for 
strolling film-to-camera pieces 
you may want to keep it on. 














TESTED FUJIFILM X-T200 


TheX-T200 has a 
copper-wired sensor, 
which Fujifilm claims 
equates to a 3.5x faster 
readout and an 
expanded ISO 
range. 
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Jungle Fuji 

This camera benefits from a fairly 
fast 8fps continuous shooting 
speed (with AF enabled), handy 
for capturing fleeting moments 
and moving subjects, and an 
overhauled hybrid AF system 
that feels quicker and more 
accurate than the one in the 
Fujifilm X-Pro2. 


Fuji on, reggae woman 

Connectivity is also worth a 
mention. You get a/b/g Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth LE, a 3.5mm mic port 
(so videographers can plug in 
a shotgun microphone for pro 
audio in seconds), a microHDMI 
output and a USB-C port that 
supports charging (4) - a strong 
haul for a cheaper model. 


Tech specs 

Sensor 24.2MP APS-C CMOS ISO range 100-51,200 
(extended) Burst speed 8fps Video 4K (a> 30fps, 1080p 
(a) 120fps Displays 3.5in vari-angle TFT touchscreen, 
0.39in OLED EVF Connectivity Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, USB-C, 
microHDMI, 3.5mm mic Dimensions 121x84x55mm, 370g 


And now, the gallery 


Capturing the world with the Fujifilm X-T200 is a joy, 
whether you're taking stunning stills or vibrant video 



■ Life's rich pageant 

4K video is super-sharp 
with great colour clarity. 
It's limited to 30fps, but 
that's to be expected 
in this price bracket. Dial 
down to 1080p and you 
can shoot at a smoother 
60fps, or up to 120fps in 
slo-mo/high-speed. 
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■ Still life 

Stills photographers love 
X-series cameras for their 
‘colour science' - the way 
images look straight out of 
the camera. Thanks to its 
film simulation modes, the 
X-T200 produces sharp 
and punchy shots without 
the need for RAW tweaks. 
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■ Night life 
Low-light shooting isn't 
really what the X-T200 is 
built for, and the included 
kit lens isn't designed for 
night work either, but the 
wide ISO range means you 
can grab some very usable 
and not-too-grainy results 
after dark. 
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■ Nine lives 
Full HD footage probably 
won't blow your socks off 
when viewed back on a 
large 4K screen, but for 
vlogging it'll be more than 
adequate. Even at higher 
frame rates it does a 
decent job of retaining 
sharpness and clarity. 


Who needs bleeding-edge innovation when you 
can get great-looking photos and pin-sharp 4K 
videos from a lightweight and eminently flexible 
camera that’s easy to use and inexpensive? If 
you’re upgrading from an older system camera 
or making the leap from a compact or mobile, this is an 
ideal investment. (£>samkieldsen 


STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 

The X-T200 doesn’t 
do anything we haven’t 
seen before, but as 
an affordable all-round 
package it’s a winner 












CHAINY ACTION 

The Uitegra comes 
fitted with a Shimano 
Uitegra R8000 
groupset and carbon 
forks, built around that 
gorgeous hand-brushed 
titanium frame. 


TUBULAR BELLE 

Available in five frame 
sizes from 50cm to 
60cm, tube diameters 
and profiles vary so you 
can get the right combo 
of stiffness, comfort 
and weight-saving. 
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. Words James Day, Ross Presly ] 


ALL THE 

GEARS, 

NO IDEA 

Saddle up, because you don’t need to be an oily-fingered nerd 
to get up to speed with this year’s finest cycles and e-bikes 



£3999 / enigmabikes.com 




OR GO ELECTRIC... 



Remove your rose-tinted 
cycling shades for a sec and 
you'll realise Britain's roads 
are in a right state, with 
reports that a £10bn backlog 
of pothole repairs will take 
a decade to fix. So while the 
idea of taking to the Tarmac 
sounds like a good idea, 
bruised cheeks and the 
threat of falling into a sinkhole 
suggest otherwise. 

Enigma's Evoke won't 
evade every pothole - that's 
still on you - but because it's 
made from titanium it offers 
better shock-absorption and 
comfort compared to carbon 


■ fibre, which also gets very 
i spendy very quickly. 

: With many customisation 

; options to let you create 

■ your own perfect steed, 

: the Evoke is equally adept 
; at short blasts or all-day 
: adventures. The handling is 
: supposed to recall a classic 
: race bike adapted for modern 
* riding styles, which means 
: wide tyres, bolt-through 
: axles and flat-mount brakes, 
i with a slight drop from 
: saddle to handlebars - so 
: at least your riding position 
: is aerodynamic, even if your 
i body shape isn’t. 


! Cannondale 
: Synapse Disc 
: Tiagra 

: A surprisingly 
: comfortable 

■ aluminium road 
: bike with retro 

: colourways, this 

■ aluminium cruiser 
: for open and 

: gravel roads 
: includes carbon 
; forks, powerful 
: disc brakes and 
: a Shimano Tiagra 
: groupset. 

: £1000/ 

: cannondale.com 


: FOCUS 

: Paralane29.8 

: The biggest 
: compliment we 
: can pay to the 
: Paralane2 is that 
: it doesn't look 
: like an e-bike. 

: The price is 
: a giveaway, 

: but then you 
i are getting a 
: carbon frame 
: and forks to 
: offset the Fazua 
: Evation motor. 

: £6499/ 

: focus-bikes.com 


JARGON BUSTER 




1 carbon fibre, type, and will affect go: drivetrain, gears 5 

The criss-cross smooth titanium the ride. Search and brakes. Different bikes 

of tubes that ail or strong steel. the web for a bike employ various 

other components geometry chart. 4 ways of reducing 

are attached to. 2 The central parts the road shock 

Choose between The lengths and 3 of your wheels travelling from 

corrosion-resistant angles making The mechanical or that connect to the the rear wheel 

aluminium, up a frame vary electrical parts that spokes. They can up to your delicate 

featherweight depending on bike make you stop or affect riding style. saddle area. 














STUFF PICKS 


FOLDING 



/ 



ALTERNATIVELY. 


Austin AC Atto 

£2250 austincycles.cc 




You may have spotted Team 
GB athletes riding AC Attos 
during downtime at the Rio 
Olympics, which indicates 
the elite level of Austin's 
cute foldable. It’s built around 
a carbon monocoque frame, 
with the forks, handlebars, 
seatpost, belt-drive 
transmission and 38mm 
wheels also made from 
carbon. You can even add 
carbon mudguards for £200 
(ouch). Add a titanium-railed 
saddle, and this bike weighs 
in at just 8.2kg. 

Available in a single-speed 
version, or with a £500 


Shimano Alfine 11-speed hub 
for those with a perversion 
for hills, it also has Shimano 
hydraulic disc brakes for 
when you eventually career 
down the other side. 

The folding mechanism 
is a simple case of seeing 
the handlebars and saddle 
drop down, before the frame 
folds in half along with the 
pedals. The process takes a 
PB-busting 10 to 20 seconds 
with practice, and magnets 
hold everything in place so 
the frame won’t swing out 
and clothesline any toddlers 
on the train home. 


Brompton 

B75 

Brilliantly built 
and reliably solid, 
Brampton's B75 
is a steel-framed 
three-speed 
that collapses 
away in seconds. 
Compact enough 
to store in public 
transport nooks 
or city apartment 
crannies, it'll even 
squeeze under 
a desk. 

£745/ 

brompton.com 




OR GO ELECTRIC... 



GoCycle GX 

The GX has 
a fast-folding 
mechanism that 
takes under 10 
seconds. A 250W 
motor assists 
pedalling up to 
20mph, with a 
range of 40 miles. 
The cheaper GS 
model has a more 
fiddly collapsing 
mechanism 
but identical 
performance. 
£2899 / 
gocycle.com 
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The Pro Race Gravel’s 
Vision 30 wheels are 
all-alloy and artisan-built 
entirely by hand We just 
hope they were delicate 
with the ABS 
self-locking nipples. 


GRAVEL 


OR GO ELECTRIC... 


Buying an Italian bike isn’t 
going to suddenly make you 
look exotic in Lycra, and we 
can’t do much about the fact 
that you're touring Luton, 
not Lombardy. But because 
Ciocc (pronounced ‘church’ 
and meaning 'poker face’) 
cycles come from the region 
of northern Italy that's home 
to some of the wildest routes 
in Europe, you can be sure 
the Pro Race Gravel has been 
tested to its limits. 

Designed as a combined 
gravel bike and commuter 
ride, it's fitted with a Shimano 
Ultegra Di2 drivetrain. We'd 


spec a Shimano GRX or 
SRAM Force 1 groupset 
for all-purpose adventuring, 
though; plus there’s the 
option to fit ‘go anywhere' 
40mm tyres. 

Those with magpie 
tendencies will find it hard 
to look past the dazzling 
chrome paint job, wrapped 
around a Columbus SL Series 
steel frame. The geometry 
aims to offer performance 
and comfort with safe 
handling and ample clearance 
for challenging sections of 
countryside, or the Milton 
Keynes grid system. 


: Given that the 'D' 

: stands for ‘Dirt', 

: it's clear the D2 
: from British brand 
: Pinnacle is primed 
: for off-road use. 

: This gravel bike 
: staple has had a 
: revamp for 2020 
: and includes a 
: heat-treated alloy 
: frame, carbon 
: forks and 45mm 
: tyre clearance. 

: / 


With the same 
320Wh battery, 
240W motor and 
carbon frame as 
its road-going 
cousin, this is the 
lightest e-bike in 
its class. Good for 
80 miles, there’s 
also an optional 
40-mile extender 
for help on the 
homeward hills. 

/ 


£4440 


grupettoitaiia.co.uk 
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ELECTRIC 


DUTCHED UP 

Despite a price drop 
on previous models, the 
X3 and S3 have 90% 
new parts, including 
upgraded brakes, saddle, 
electronic shifting and 
front-hub motor. 





It's hard to grasp a VanMoof 
at first sight. The coated 
aluminium frames of its 
full-sized S3 and compact 
X3 are a bizarre fusion of 
thicknesses and angles, and 
someone has forgotten to 
saw the ends off. They’re 
definitely e-bikes, but surely 
some sort of hipster folly? 
Not quite. 

The protruding top tube 
houses an automatic LED 
lighting system that can 
be switched between beam 
and halo illumination. It's 
also where you’ll find an 
embedded matrix display 


for a snapshot of battery 
level, speed and selected 
gear. In the down tube 
you'll find a 504Wh battery 
powering the 250-350W 
front-wheel motor, good for 
a top speed of 20mph and a 
range of up to 90 miles. 

But security is arguably 
where the Dutch company 
has carved out its greatest 
niche. A kick-lock can 
immobilise the rear wheel 
and activate an on-board 
alarm, and you can enable 
location-tracking by 
reporting the bike stolen 
using its companion app. 


Boardman 
HYB 8.9E 

UK cycling ledge 
Chris Boardman 
has ditched any 
hint of patriotism 
to fit this hybrid 
e-bike with a 
Fazua Evation 
drive system 
engineered 
in Germany. 

It offers 250W 
of assistance and 
a 56-mile range. 
£1999 / 
boardman 
bikes.com 


Bianchi 
Aria E-Road 
Ultegra 

If you like the idea 
of riding up long 
and winding roads 
very quickly, 
Bianchi's aero 
carbon e-bike 
has all the 
hallmarks of 
a top racer... with 
250W rear-hub 
motor assistance 
for up to 1200m 
of elevation gain. 
£4500/ 
bianchi.com 
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MOUNTAIN 



BoostllO and Boost148 
hubs sit wider on the 
wheels than normal, so 
the rear tyre can be 
moved further forward 
for a snappier ride and 
better handling. 


£2250 trekbikes.com 


First off, a common-sense 
disclaimer. Just because 
they're called mountain 
bikes, doesn't mean you’ve 
got a licence to go hurtling 
down the side of Scafell Pike. 
Neither you nor the NHS 
needs this right now, so ride 
within your limits. 

Still, should you want to 
tackle rough ground and 
challenging gradients, it 
helps to have a machine 
that won't put your back 
out in the process. Trek’s 
Procaliber 9.7 uses an 
IsoSpeed decoupler in its 
carbon frame that allows 


the seat tube to move a tiny 
fraction. That little bit of give 
is enough for added comfort 
over regular hardtails, and 
without the need for weighty 
full rear suspension. 

You do get fork suspension 
up front, provided by the 
lightweight RockShox Reba 
SL, sitting atop Bontrager 
Kovee Elite 23 carbon 
wheels. And should you 
need to stop suddenly to 
avoid coming a cropper with 
a sheep, Shimano MT500 
hydraulic disc brakes will do 
their utmost to bring you to 
a dignified halt. 


SAVE CASH! 


The Cycle to 
Work scheme 
could save you 
up to 42% off 
a new bike and 
accessories. 
There’s nothing 
to pay up front 
and instalments 
are drawn from 
your salary. Ask 
your employer 
for details. 






ALTERNATIVELY... 


OR GO ELECTRIC... 


The aluminium 
Rockhopper 
Expert 29 is a bit 
of a bargain, with 
RockShox front 
suspension and 
a Turnkey damper 
deftly dishing out 
travel for extra 
comfort while 
SRAM's SX Eagle 
drivetrain keeps 
you moving. 
£899/ 

specialized.com 


Decathlon 
Rockrider 
E-ST 900 

Decathlon’s E-ST 
900 propels you 
up peaks with a 
250W motor for 
assisted pedalling. 
Electric range isn't 
an exact science 
on mountain 
bikes, but the 
500Wh battery 
should be good 
for around three 
hours of riding. 
£1700 / 
decathlon.co.uk 
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Fuji's flexible affqi d^bJe X-T2-0Q mlrrariess 
camera has enough features t&please Just about 
everyoiie... Including oaring video loggers 0 
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Ever wondered what's up with the links in Stuff? We've got a team of retail pros who 
scour the web to find you the best gadget deals - visit any stuff.tv link in this issue and 
you'll be taken to the best deal for that product. If you make a purchase, we may get 
a small commission. It's that simple, and has no impact on how much you pay. 
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TESTED LG 65NAN0906 r Ml 


ThinQ out loud 



Can the king of OLED panels recreate the 
tech’s trademark inky blacks and image 
quality in a backlit TV without the ‘0? 






Channel swimmer 

LG hasn’t meddled with its fine 
webOS interface. It remains 
logical, easy to navigate and 
straightforward to operate. 

It’s loaded with established 
favourites plus an absolute stack 
of less ubiquitous alternatives. 


Beeby shower 

Catching up on UK broadcast TV? 
Not possible at present: LG and 
Freeview somehow contrived to 
let the deadline pass for a deal to 
get iPlayer, AII4 and all the rest. 
LG is working with broadcasters 
to fix that situation now. 



£1699 stuff.tv/Nano906 


■ LG builds great OLED panels, 
but its LEDs have had a whiff of 
afterthought about them. With its 
2020 Nano range, though, LG has 
refocused its attention: on paper, 
these TVs' features put them right 
back in contention. 

■ The 'Nano' part of this 65in 4K 
TV's name refers to LG's NanoCell 
tech, which strips out ‘unwanted’ 
colour frequencies to leave a 
cleaner, more convincing palette. 
Picture quality is bolstered by 
compatibility with HLG, HDR10, 
Dolby Vision... and Dolby Vision IQ, 
which maximises the Dolby-ness 
depending on the ambient lighting. 

■ Included among the numerous 
picture options is Filmmaker mode, 
designed to deliver images as the 
director intended, while HDMI 2.1, 
4K (a) 120kHz, a variable refresh 
rate and a sub-13ms response 
time are good news for gamers, 

■ Give it 4K HDR material and this 
LG generally makes the most of it. 
The IPS panel can't generate the 
deepest blacks, but it’s a satisfying 
watch nonetheless, The NanoCell 
tech is certainly effective - colours 
are convincingly natural and yet 
vibrant - but unforgiving with 
lower-quality content. 

■ Twin downward-firing drivers 
powered by 20 Watts doesn't 
seem the most promising way to 
accompany great big images with 
great big sound, but it isn't all that 
shabby: distinct and well controlled, 
with just enough dynamism. 


Tech specs 


Screen 65in 3840x2160 LED 
OS webOS Connectivity 4x 

HDMI, 3x USB 2.0, digital optical, 
3.5mm audio, Wi-Fi, AirPlay 2, 
Bluetooth 5 Dimensions 1456x 
840x70mm, 24kg 


STUFF SAYS LG’s best LED TV could be the perfect partner for a new console ★★★★☆ 


No OLED-killer, 
but a credible 
alternative with 
top gaming skills 

Simon Lucas 



The Nano906 is a TV of two halves. For everything it does well - its handling of native 
4K content, its user interface, its accommodation of now and future gamers - it lets 
itself down with low-res upscaling, a lack of catch-up services (for now) and periodically 
iffy backlighting. But if you’re after a big, capable and well-specified TV, and especially if 
you have a next-gen games console on your wishlist, LG's LED game is strong. 



































































EEKS WITH THE DJI MAVIC AIR 2 



£769 / stuff ,tv/MavicAir2 




With the promise of pro-grade video, ultra-crisp photos and a non-intimidating 
flying experience, Leon Poultney finds out if DJI has made the perfect compact drone 


The Air 2 can 
withstand winds 





DAY 01 


Unboxing time... and I'm strugglin; 
to get my head around how DJI's 
engineers have crammed so 
many exciting new features into 
something only a smidge larger 
than the device it replaces - our 
favourite little mid-range drone, 
the Mavic Air. 

At just 570g, the Mavic Air 2 
still fits in the palm of a biggish 
hand, but DJI has seen fit to build 
on the basic platform of a simple 
entry-level drone and throw in a 


heap of pro-grade features. So 
those dipping a tentative toe into 
the waters of aerial photography 
or videography no longer have to 
put up with mediocre content. 

With that in mind, you can think 
of this drone as a Mavic 2 Pro on 
a diet. Its external dimensions 
look as if they’ve been following 
a Joe Wicks workout for several 
months and its overall heft is 
almost half that of its Pro big 
brother. A new ergonomically 


designed controller, new motors 
and improved battery life - plus 
loads of advanced flying tech, 
onboard obstacle avoidance 
systems and built-in video 
modes - ensure there's a lot 
to keep drone fans busy; but 
it's simply packaged so as not 
to overwhelm newcomers, 

First things first, though: it's 
time to charge everything, That 
swanky new controller requires 
plugging in via a USB-C cable 
(it runs for four hours when fully 
charged), while the Fly More 
Combo we're testing (£949) 
features two additional Intelligent 
Flight Batteries and a clever 


three-battery charging unit that 
plugs into the wall. It takes a while 
to juice everything up, leaving 
plenty of time to digest the myriad 
YouTube tutorials that DJI offers in 
lieu of a handbook. 

DJI’s updated Fly app will guide 
you through the setup process, 
but it pays to watch some of the 
instructional videos first. Mother 
Nature seems bent on blowing 
a gale tomorrow, so I'm going 
to find my air-legs by launching 
(with permission) the Mavic Air 2 
in an abandoned car park. Bedtime 
viewing complete, an alarm is 
set for first light to embark on 
our maiden flight, 


L There's loads of advanced tech to keep 
K g| drone fans busy, but it’s simply packaged 
jj \ ^ so as not to overwhelm newcomers 





















LONG-TERM TEST 



01 A tiny drone but crammed 
with features 

02 QuickShot modes make it 
easy to bag cool footage 
03 Blends pro features with 
novice-friendly flying modes 


04 Stable in flight and good 
at obstacle-dodging 
05 

06 





DAY 02 


After checking for flight restrictions, 
take-off is merely a case of holding 
a button on my smartphone, 
which now docks at the top of 
the controller for easier glances 
between phone and drone. The 
powerful new motors and revised 
blades are surprisingly quiet and 
the drone remains brilliantly stable 
despite the gusty wind. 

The updated obstacle avoidance 
system uses advanced depth 
perception to carve out alternative 
routes. I don’t boast the cojones 
to fly a near-£1000 drone directly 
at a building, but it does a great 
job of manoeuvring over rooftops 
when it detects that I might have 
missed something. 


Sensor 1/2in 
Photos 48MP 
Video 4K (a> 60fps 
Battery life 
34 minutes 
Max speed 
(Sport mode) 
42mph 
Dimensions 
(folded) 

180x97x84mm, 

570g 



• DAY 04 


Despite the uninspiring scenery of 
my first flight, the results are quite 
dramatic. The new 1/2in sensor 
and 48MP resolution produce very 
sharp imagery, although it pays 
to play with the manual shutter 
speed and ISO settings. The ability 
to shoot in RAW format gives 
plenty of post-production options, 
while the DJI Fly app allows for fast 
image filters, movie edits and social 
media uploads. 

Today's outing requires heading 
to a nearby forest. The obstacle 




avoidance systems come in handy 
here - never trust a tree - and 
it's possible to get some stunning 
shots without worrying about 
crashing, That said, the short 
landing arms can make getting 
the bird back to earth quite tricky, 
and an even surface is required. 


• DAY 08 


A generous battery life of 34 
minutes is a boon, because it’s 
easy to get carried away with 
so many features - like OcuSync 
2.0 for 1080p/30fps video 
transmission from up to 10km 
away. So far, the only hiccups 
have been the controller losing 
its connection in that forest and 
the live video feed being too slow 
to catch up when adjusting the 
gimbal. Otherwise this setup 
inspires plenty of confidence, 
with the return-to-home function 
reliably bringing the drone back to 
its take-off spot. 


DAY 14 


Even a fortnight in, the Mavic Air 2 
keeps throwing up surprises. The 
numerous flypath shooting modes 
are easy to use and offer a simple 
way to capture cool shots. What 
starts off as a bit of fun can soon 
escalate into a serious bout of 
artistic content creation. 


STUFF SAYS 

A great drone 
for noobs and 
ace snappers 
alike - DJI’s 
finest sub-£1K 
flyer yet 
★★★★★ 




















Much more than a GTA clone, the third outing for Volition’s open-world series gets the 
re-polishing treatment, offering an unpretentious exercise in player power fantasy 


N 


othing quite transports 
you back to the start of 
the 2010s like skydiving 
into a rooftop gangster shootout 
to Kanye West's Power. Much like 
Kanye, the Saints Row series is 
American pop culture at its most 
brash and excessive, swaggering 
in gleeful offence in the name of 
entertainment, 

The third entry sees the gang 
rebuilding its criminal empire from 
scratch in a new city while getting 
even with a shady Syndicate. 
While the story is nowhere near 


as compelling as its exercise in 
throwing one OTT exploit after 
the other, the freedom granted 
to the player is intoxicating. 

The city of Steelport isn't much 
fun in itself, and it's hard to stay 
grounded when you can wreak 
havoc with jets and rockets. Still, 
it works as a big adult playground, 
while other open-world games 
could benefit from neat ideas like 
a quick vehicle hijack or AR-style 
indicators for navigating. 

You’ll unlock plenty of activities 
to earn money and respect, but 


: the highlights come from missions 
j that dial up many an outrageous 
: setpiece - from babysitting a tiger 
: to being ambushed by armed 
: strippers-all while doubling down 
: on the sex and violence. This is a 
• game where you can wield a sex 
: toy as a melee weapon. 

: Sometimes the novelty wears 

: off as you realise you're being 
: asked on one too many escort 
: missions - that is, either involving 
: a character you need to protect, or 
: pimping around women who get 
: called other things rather than 


‘escorts'. Even if being offensive 
is the whole point, the frequent 
sexualisation of women serves 
as an uncomfortable reminder of 
gaming from this era - although 
there is some balance now with 
the more varied female cast. 

Ultimately, while current-gen 
open-world games have got more 
sophisticated, this hasn't aged too 
badly, If you're looking for an escape 
to simpler times, you could do worse 
than going on a murderbrawl with 
the Third Street Saints. 

Alan Wen 
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The cringey offensiveness may date it, but this is still a guilty pleasure 
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Don't Switch it 
off, switch it up 

When Saints Row: The Third 
was re-released last year on 
Switch, it was a disappointing 
port. But this remaster has 
given the whole game a more 
thorough makeover than 
the gangster-friendly plastic 
surgeons of Image As Designed 
could have done. 

Most noticeable are the 
characters, including the 
supporting cast, who have 
been remade from scratch 
with higher detail and fidelity 
but still remain true to their 
original designs. Vehicles 
and weapons have also 
been reworked to look more 
realistic, which you'll probably 
appreciate while you’re 
blowing one up with the 
other. HDR is supported, 
while PC and Xbox One X 
owners will be able to display 
images at 4K. 

There are hundreds more 
little details and effects we 
could list, but essentially a 
game that's nearly a decade 
old looks very much like a new 
title designed in 2020. 

This remaster also includes 
all DLC content, including story 
missions like ‘Genkibowl VII', 
‘Gangstas in Space' and ‘The 
Trouble with Clones'. These 
unlock after you've cleared 
the first few missions, so 
don't worry where it all fits 
into the timeline - just go and 
have a riot. 









PS4, XB1, PC, Switch stuff.tv/Rage4 


crolling beat-'em-ups were 
all the rage in the '90s, and 
Streets of Rage ruled the 
roost. But short-burst arcade thrills 
are apparently passe, so it’s taken a 
collaboration between fans and indie 
developers to give the Sega series 
its long-awaited revival. 

Streets of Rage 4 has a new 
hand-drawn art style, a storyline 
set a decade on from the last game, 
original characters reimagined and 
new blood introduced. The tweaks 
are subtle, but if it feels too fresh 
there are plenty of options to step 
back into the series’ past - including 
three-button gamepad controls. 

With 12 dynamic levels, this is the 
largest entry yet; and while you can 
finish it in a couple of hours using 
the new combo system, high scores 
require you to hunker down for 
longer. Additional modes unlock 
once you’ve completed the story, 
including an arcade mode to do the 
whole thing in one sitting, as well as 
a boss rush and battle mode. 

The lifetime score you accrue 
over repeat plays unlocks every 
single character and variant from 
past games - in all their pixellated 
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With a fresh coat of paint to complement its pixellated past, the 
festival of fightiness is back to open up a new world of teenage kicks 
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We're not sure 
exactly what’s 
going on here, 
but our 
money's on 
the chicken. 


glory. Mixing the old visuals with 
the new might seem jarring - and 
the characters from the first game 
have a very basic move set - but 
it's a terrific addition that highlights 
how much they've evolved, This is 
also the first time in the series you 
can have up to four players brawling 
on screen for multiplayer mayhem, 
although that's limited to local 
multiplayer. You can still play online 
with one other person. 

The plot revolves around the 
soundtrack - and original composer 
Yuzo Koshiro's new score doesn't 
disappoint. If you disagree, you can 
replace it with the retro soundtrack 
right from the start, while further 
nostalgic features include the ability 
to change the food you pick up as 
health from the classic apple and 
roast chicken to a whole menu, 
including veggie options. 

Streets of Rage 4 delivers a KO of 
arcade-style brawling that rewards 
you for returning to play it again and 
again. The new story, overhauled 
visuals and modern tweaks ensure 
it's a true sequel - just one that’s 
firmly rooted in its history. 

Alan Wen 


It's just like any 
other bar brawl, 
only with more 
number plates. 
And tables that 
fight back. 


The return of an old-school brawler at its blazingly belligerent best 
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Racing drivers say our motion 
sim is the best they've tried! 


inFoGsymdeck.co. uk www.symdeck.com 





GADGETS / GAMES / GEAR 


DELVERY 


ADVENTURES 
IN THE FIELD 


Essential kit and apps 
for outdoor escapes 
and bootcamp fitness 


RATED! 

Sonos Arc 

Microsoft Surface Go 2 

Amazon's latest tablets 


ONLINE AT SHOP.KELSEY.CO 
WON 01959 543747" & OL 


Terms and conditions apply. You should receive your copy around 9 July. Front cover is for illustration purposes only and is subject to change 
*Delivery is included in the cover price for UK customers only. An additional £1 will be added to any overseas addresses. 

**Lines are open Mon-Fri 8:30am-5:30pm. Calls are charged at your standard network rate. 



























This gadget has 
leapt straight 
outta testing 
and into our 
rankings. 




NEW 


OF EVERYTHING 


HOT 

BUY 


Searing with 
techy genius, 
a product that’s 
set our hearts 
aflame. 


\BARGAIN 

UPDATE J 


Time changes 
everything, 
including Stuff 
Top Ten entries. 

f 


A solid gold 
bargain. 
Worth owning, 
regardless of 
cashflow. 
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TOP TENS SMARTPHONES 


TIPS& 

TRICKS 

Slide your thumb in 
from the edge and 
back for one-handed 
mode, which adjusts 
the screen layout. 

Screen recording is 
great for capturing 
Instagram live 
sessions. You’ll find 
it in system settings. 

Single-take mode 
uses all the lenses 
to snap various stills 
and video clips to 
cherrypick from. 


Samsung Galaxy 

S205G 

£899 / stuff.tv/S205G 


The bigger and flashier S20+ and S20 Ultra 
models are the headline-grabbers, but the 
‘basic' Galaxy S20 feels like the Goldilocks 
of flagship phones right now: not too big and 
clever, not too small and basic, just right. It 
delivers excellent battery life, a phenomenal 
display, blistering performance and superb 
photo quality. Until someone else does it better, 
this is the Android handset to beat. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

All the features you’d want in a flagship 
smartphone, plus a few more 


• NOW ADD THIS 

SanDisk Ultra Dual Drive 128GB 

This USB-C drive will double your 
S20’s 128GB storage to 256GB for 
a lot less than you might expect. 
£23 / westerndigital.com 



Apple iPhone 11 

from £729 / stuff.tv/iPhonell 

You’re getting a neat package here, 
and it's not silly-expensive, The 
Bionic A13 chip packs serious 
power, the cameras are almost 
faultless and the battery will last 
all day, If you don't mind the lack of 
an OLED display, it could be time to 
say hello to the everyman iPhone, 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Wow - an affordable Apple handset 
that doesn’t scrimp on specs 




Realme X50 Pro 5G 

★★★★★ €600 / stuff.tv/X50Pro 

Realme's high-spec, mid-price marvel makes for 
a compelling alternative to a OnePlus. 


OnePlus 8 

★★★★★ from £599 / stuff.tv/0nePlus8 

The mid-range Android king gets over the 5G hump 
with a style upgrade and only a slight jump in price. 



Oppo Find X2 Pro 

★★★★★ £1099 / stuff.tv/FindX2Pro 

Paying a grand for an Oppo seems odd, but this slick 
Android is just about as good as any phone out there. 



I Huawei P30 Pro 

★★★★★ £600 / stuff.tv/P30Pro 

Heaps of power and the best phone camera you can 
buy,,, but the Google issue makes it a risky choice. 


Apple iPhone 11 Pro 

from £1049 / stuff.tv/iPhonellPro 

This is Cupertino’s elite handset, 
with a triple-camera array that's 
up there with the best we've 
tested (including an excellent 
night mode), an A13 Bionic chip 
that brings about untouchable 
speeds, and finally the godsend 
of fast charging. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

The best phone Apple has ever made, 
but it’s just too pricey to top our list 



Realme X2 Pro 

★★★★★ €449 / stuff.tv/X2Pro 

The definition of excellent value for money: this 
phone’s price easily excuses its few weaknesses. 


Oppo Reno lOx Zoom 

★★★★★ £580 / stuff.tv/RenolOx 

A wondrous camera-phone that gets a lot right 
despite its overbearing software. 



Moto G8 Plus 

★★★★★ £240 / stuff.lv/G8Plus 

Classic Moto: a smart, well-equipped and capable 
smartphone for under £250, 


FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW PHONES, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-IO/SMARTPHONES 


• Prices quoted are for handset only unless otherwise stated 
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Pixelmator Photo 

£4.99 / iPad 


Data Wing 

£free / Android, iOS 


Apps like Snapseed revolutionised photo editing on mobile, 
making the process user-friendly and fast. Pixelmator Photo 
takes this to a whole new level. By way of a machine-learning 
algorithm trained on 20 million pro snaps, it'll try to fix your photo 
with a single tap. Amazingly, this mostly works, resulting in 
balanced, natural tones. And should you want something more 
personal or creative for your photographic chef d’oeuvre, there 
are plenty of manual controls too. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A first-rate picture editor - only avoid if you don’t have 
an iPad... or hate making your photos look nice 


This game starts off as if Asteroids had a baby with a top-down 
racer: your triangular craft blasts around circuits, gaining speed 
when its bum scrapes neon track edges. Soon you discover 
you're part of an OS ruled by a deranged Al. Story and game 
quickly expand, as you glimpse the world beyond the screen and 
battle gravity in cavern-based sections that recall 8-bit classic 
Thrust Rarely do mobile titles pack in so many hours of clever, 
thoughtful narrative. Pretty much never are such games free. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A mobile game we’d happily recommend if it cost 
a fiver - for nowt, it’s an absurdly generous bargain 





Korg Gadget 2 

£38.99 / iOS 

When making music, there's GarageBand for 
iOS and Caustic for Android, but we remain 
smitten with Gadget. Its instruments ape 
everything from classic synths to game 
consoles, and workflow is silky-smooth. 
Stuff says ★★★★★ 

This could turn you into the next Kraftwerk 



Sky: Children of the Light 

£free (lAPs) / Android, iOS 
Now available on Android as well as iOS, this 
achingly gorgeous free-roaming adventure 
with a smattering of puzzling and a dollop 
of social multiplayer sees you locating spirits 
and returning them to the stars. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Beautiful and meditative, this one’s essential 



BFT - Bear Focus Timer 

99p / Android • £1.99 / iOS 
It's too easy to be distracted by your phone, 
so BFT trains you to put it out of reach. You 
define work/break sprints, but the timer 
only works when your phone's face-down. 
Try to cheat and the bear scowls at you. 
Stuff says ★★★★★ 

The best app for more responsible phone use 



Drop Wizard 

£4.99 / Android • £3.99 / iOS 
Another iOS game that's made the jump 
to Android, Drop Wizard reimagines the 
fixed-screen platformers of the past and 
challenges you to blast your way through 
an army of cute but evil critters. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A tiny arcade romp squished into your phone 




Moodflow: Year in Pixels 

★★★★★ £free / Android, iOS 

Track moods, find patterns and change your 
life with this simple self-improvement app. 




Jumpgrid 

★★★★★ £2.89 / Android • £2.99 / iOS 

Pac-Man and Frogger meet Super Hexagon 
in this twitch/arcade/punishment hybrid. 



E Bloom: 10 Worlds 

★★★★★ £7.99 / Android, iOS 

Control Brian Eno inside your phone as you 

bend an organic art/audio project to your will. 




GRID Autosport 

★★★★★ £9.99 / Android, iOS 
The best racing game on mobile is an 
astonishing achievement. 


FOR FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE PRODUCTS IN OUR TOP TEN LISTINGS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-IO 















Sony WF-1000XM3 Sony WH-1000XM3 

£169 / stuff.tv/SonyWFXM3 £241 / stuff.tv/SonyWHXM3 


The original WF-IOOOXMs had an easy job in the early days of 
noise-cancelling in-ears, because there simply wasn’t much in 
the way of competition. That's all changed now - yet the way 
the XM3s serve up sound quality as spectacular as this while 
being truly wireless, while effectively cancelling background 
noise and while remaining comfortable in the ears, is quite 
something. So, just as it was with the original XMs, it's job 
done for Sony. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Outright winners on design, build, specifications and, 
most importantly of all, performance 


Sony's WH-1000 series was already a top performer, and the 
WH-1000XM3s make for an even more compelling package. 
With Bluetooth wireless and great noise-cancellation, they're 
the ultimate public transport stress killer... well, aside from a 
chauffeur or a lottery win that lets you retire. The leather pads 
make them incredibly easy to wear, not unlike sitting in one of 
those ultra-comfy leather chairs, and most importantly of all 
the sound quality is fantastic. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Great wireless headphones with effective ANC and 
a sound that nails just about everything 



Sennheiser Momentum True Wireless 2 

£279 / stuff.tv/MTW2 

As with their excellent predecessors, there’s 
a kind of casual fidelity to the sound from 
these Sennheisers that makes them a 
pleasure to listen to, no matter what sort 
of music you want to hear, 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Superb buds with added noise-cancellation 



Bowers & Wilkins PX7 

£349 / stuff.tv/PX7 

B&W's second ANC headphones place 
greater emphasis on comfort and are all 
the better for it, while the noise-killing is 
as effective as you’ll find anywhere. Oh, and 
they sound flipping good too. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

B&W takes on the best with top-class cans 



Samsung Galaxy Buds+ 

£159 / stuff.tv/BudsPlus 
Samsung's latest in-ears bring a step up in 
audio quality from the original Galaxy Buds 
thanks to separate woofers and tweeters 
tuned by AKG - and they now support Apple 
devices as well as Android. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A solid upgrade for these true wireless in-ears 



Bose NCH 700 

£310 / stuff.tv/BoseNCH700 
You won't find a better voice pickup system 
than Bose's, while the company’s already 
exceptional noise-cancelling tech is now 
even better. Other features, such as the 
slick touch controls, are also winners. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

As all-rounders these are hard to beat 



Libratone Track Air+ 

★★★★★ £159 / stuff.tv/TrackAirPlus 

Distinctive wireless buds with ace design, 
sound and versatility. 



Marshall Monitor II ANC 

★★★★★ £280 / stuff.tv/MarshallANC 

Tidy over-ears with more customising 
options than any other noise-cancellers. 



Beats Powerbeats 

★★★★★ £130 / stuff.tv/Powerbeats 

A Beats bargain that doesn't mean making 
sacrifices on the key specs. 



Sennheiser Momentum Wireless 3 

★★★★★ £299 / stuff.tv/MomentumWireless 

These noise-killing cans give an enjoyable 
listen regardless of your musical tastes. 


TO READ THE FULL REVIEWS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-IO/IN-EAR-HEADPHONES 8 , STUFF.TV/TOP-IO/HEADPHONES 






Apple Watch Series 5 Peloton 

from £399 / stuff.tv/WatchS5 £1990 + £39/m / stuff.tv/PelotonBike 


There’s no great secret to Apple’s continuing smartwatch 
domination: it's all down to a seamless relationship between 
hardware and software, plus impressive health features that 
other makers still haven't been able to match. But while the 
Series 5 isn’t as significant an upgrade as the previous model, 
it does have one key addition: an always-on display. Also new 
is a compass, while the watchOS 6 update adds a host of tricks 
that make the Watch even smarter than it was already. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

This is a minor upgrade on S4, but an always-on 
display makes the best smartwatch even better 


Not just an exercise bike, Peloton is a fitness phenomenon 
based around a stylish Wi-Fi-connected bike and 22in HD tablet 
that streams live and on-demand training sessions 24/7. The 
interface is intuitive and you can view your stats and progress, 
or browse them later in the app; and there are even video rides 
through famous places in case you can’t face your instructor. It's 
expensive - but if you need some punishment and can’t get to 
a gym any time soon, this is the way to go. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A smooth app and hardware make this as good value 
as any gym membership 



Samsung Galaxy Watch 

from £299 / stuff.tv/GalaxyWatch 
A sturdy and stylish smartwatch with plenty 
of power and a truly lovely user interface. 
Those with an iPhone are still likely to get 
a better experience and more functionality 
from an Apple Watch, though. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

The best smartwatch for Android users 



Wattbike Atom 

£1599 / stuff.tv/WattbikeAtom 
Aimed at cyclists looking to enhance their 
training whatever the weather or lockdown 
restrictions, the Atom is an accessible bike 
with enough added features to keep even 
the most pedestrian of people pedalling. 
Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Ideal for anyone serious about home fitness 



Garmin Fenix 6 

£461 / stuff.tv/Fenix6 

Anyone who's truly into their fitness will 
appreciate the Fenix 6’s endless feature 
list. This is the finest fitness watch money 
can buy - if you're getting more serious 
about shaping up, you can't go wrong here. 
Stuff says ★★★★★ 

The best fitness-orientated smartwatch 



Huawei Watch GT 2e 

£159 / stuff.tv/WatchGT2e 
A tracker disguised as a smartwatch, the 
GT 2e is low on lifestyle apps but serves up 
impressive health and fitness smarts in a 
simple and low-priced package - and you'll 
barely have to worry about charging it. 

Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

A watch-like tracker with incredible battery life 



Skagen Falster 3 

★★★★☆ £279 / stuff.tv/Falster3 
A stainless steel Danish beauty with Wear OS 
smarts and lots of customisation options. 



Fitbit Inspire HR 

★★★★☆ £70 / stuff.tv/lnspireHR 

A great little fitness band with all the tracking 
skills that most people will ever need. 



Suunto 7 

★★★★☆ £429 / stuff.tv/Suunto7 

This high-priced Wear OS watch balances 

brute ruggedness with slinky style. 



Fitbit Charge 4 

★★★☆☆ £130 / stuff.tv/Charge4 

Almost the complete fitness band, let down 
by a weak screen and poor tracking accuracy. 


FOR THE FULL REVIEWS, VISIT STUFETV/TOP-10/SMARTWATCHES & STUFF.TV/TOP-10/FITNESS-TRACKERS 
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TIPS & A Touch ID button 
TRICKS at the top right of the 
keyboard saves the 
agony of forgetting 
your password 


Apple charges a 
hefty premium for 
extra storage, so 
consider a cheaper 
external SSD. 



Apple MacBook Air 

from £999 / stuff.tv/MacBookAir13 


You can safely bet on the excellent new 
MacBook Air reviewed on p27 filling this 
slot from next month; but until the jury returns, 
last summer's update continues to earn its 
place at the top of our list. And justifiably so, 
because for the moment this remains the 
best MacBook for most people. It looks every 
bit as premium as the Pro, and the fantastic 
screen represents a substantial leap from the 
old generation's basic panel. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Its stunning design and features make 
this the perfect MacBook... for now 

(j • NOW ADD THIS 

I Satechi Type-C USB 3 Combo Hub 

I Two ports not enough? This hub adds 
| loads more and sits snugly against 
- the MacBook Air’s side. 

£45 / amazon.co.uk 




Dell XPS13 

★★★★★ from £1399 / stuff.tv/XPS13 

Style, portability, performance... there's nothin 
else out there that's quite so well rounded. 



Huawei MateBook X Pro 

★★★★★ from £999 / stuff.tv/MateBookXPro 

Not massively better than the 2018 model, but 
this is a real powerhouse of a Windows laptop. 



Apple MacBook Pro (2019) 

★★★★★ from £1299 / stuff.tv/MacBookPro13 
The entry-level 13in Pro is good,., but note that 
the incoming 2020 version should be better. 



Google Pixelbook Go 

★★★★★ from £629 / stuff.tv/PixelbookGo 
A light and stylish touchscreen laptop built for 
those who like to live and work in the cloud. 


Microsoft Surface Laptop 3 

from £899 / stuff.tv/SurfaceLap3 


The Surface Laptop 3 seems plain 
on paper - no second screen, no 
graphics card, no hybrid hinge, no 
fingerprint scanner - but Microsoft 
has put supreme attention to detail 
into every part that matters. The 
new Surface Book 3 has a lot to 
live up to... 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Forget frills and gimmicks: this 
is everything a laptop should be 


Apple MacBook Pro 16in 

from £2399 / stuff.tv/MacBookPro16 

The current 16in Pro doesn't 
look much different from its 15in 
predecessor, but all doubts fade 
away when you start using it. The 
keyboard is better, the screen is 
superb, the speakers are great, 
it only rarely gets warm, and even 
the battery lasts longer. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A serious upgrade to what was 
already a top-class MacBook 



Razer Blade 15 Advanced 

★★★★☆ from £2099 / stuff.tv/BladeAdvanced 

Razer's Blade models are our favourite gaming 
laptops, and this is a worthy flagship. 



Asus ZenBook Pro 14 

★★★★☆ from £1100 / stuff.tv/ZenBookPro14 

A capable multimedia laptop with a clever 
gimmick: a second screen instead of a trackpad. 



Acer Swift 5 

★★★★☆ from £994 / stuff.tv/Swift5 
An ultra-light laptop that doesn't dump 
everything to stay slinky. 


FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW LAPTOPS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-IO/LAPTOPS 

























TIPS& 

TRICKS 


You can control your 
Move with the touch 
controls on top, the 
Sonos app, Google 
Assistant or Alexa. 


Auto Trueplay adapts 
the Move’s sound 
to different rooms, 
while the app offers 
additional EQ tweaks. 
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SPEAKERS TOP TENS 



Sonos Move 

£399 / stuff.tv/SonosMove 


The Sonos range of wireless speakers had been 
crying out for a battery-powered portable model 
for ages - and finally our favourite multiroom 
audio specialist caved in. Luckily, the Move was 
worth the wait. Its adaptability and sound quality 
mean it’s fine value for money, and a no-brainer 
for anyone who’s already a fan of the brand. 

Not only is this the speaker Sonos should 
have launched years ago - it's one of the best 
products of its type and price that we’ve heard. 



Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Sonos finally gets up to speed with the 
portable speaker craze, and in style 







y 

L 




# NOW ADD THIS Primephonic 

Bringing sexy Bach, this is streaming 
for classical music. Niche, yes, but its 
not-on-Spotify film and game scores 
offer a great way into the genre, 
from £9.99/month / primephonic.com 






B&.W Formation Wedge 

★★★★★ £900 / stuff.tv/BWWedge 

Pricey, weird-looking... and a brilliant illustration 
of what a wireless speaker is capable of. 



JBL Xtreme 2 

★★★★★ £249 / stuff.tv/Xtreme2 

A hefty portable speaker that growls with 
confidence whatever you play through it, 



Small Transparent Speaker 

★★★★★ £450 / stuff.tv/Transparent 

Uniquely stylish, easily portable and plenty loud 
enough for any bedside table. 



KEF LSX 

★★★★★ £999 (pair) / stuff.tv/KEFLSX 
Convenience and fine sound at a real-world 
price, and in some vivid colours. 


Sonos One 

£199 / stuff.tv/SonosOne 

The Sonos One is now a more 
well-rounded device than it was 
at launch, supporting Spotify with 
voice control as well as Amazon 
Music and Tuneln Radio, while the 
early Alexa hiccups seem to have 
been fixed. It’s a class apart from 
the competition. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A great balance of sound and smarts 
for forward-thinking audio nerds 


Naim Mu-so 2 

£1299 / stuff.tv/Mu-so2 

The Mu-so 2 is a fuller, richer, 
more detailed and louder listen 
than the model it replaces, with 
lots of added functionality, and 
is every bit as handsome and 
decorative. It's more than capable 
of maintaining Naim’s position at 
the front of the hi-fi pack. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Naim’s luxury wireless speaker 
sequel is an improvement all round 



Marshall Tufton 

★★★★★ £200 / stuff.tv/Tufton 

Huge power, 360° clarity and long battery life 
make this the perfect portable party speaker. 



Urbanears Ralis 
★★★★★ £90 / stuff.tv/Ralis 

A pretty speaker with great battery life, and it 
sounds superb when cranked up. 



Ultimate Ears Megaboom 3 

★★★★★ £170 / stuff.tv/Megaboom3 

You'll struggle to find a better, or more fun, 
portable Bluetooth speaker. 


FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW HI-FI, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-IO/HI-FI-STREAMING 




TOP TENS TVs 
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TIPS& 

TRICKS 


We prefer to 
keep most picture 
processing off, but 
the P5 chip is great 
for upscaling. 


Flitting between 
the Movie and ISF 
Day/Night presets 
gives the best picture 
out of the box. 


Choose to have 
Ambilight’s colours 
match the picture, 
stay static or move 
to the music. 




Philips OLED+ 984 

£3999 / stuff.tv/OLED984 


The OLED+ 984 offers outstanding picture 
performance with universal HDR support, and 
goes above and beyond what we expect from 
TV sound thanks to a custom-made speaker 
system from British hi-fi brand Bowers & 
Wilkins. Plus it looks gorgeous, particularly 
with that four-sided Ambiiight in full effect. 
Above all, this is the best picture we’ve seen 
from a Philips yet, and the best audio we've 
heard from any television. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Going big on design, performance and 
sound, this is the best Philips TV yet 



• NOW ADD THIS Disney+ 

Phi'ips' smart TVs are compatible 
for streaming content from the new 
home of Disney, Marvel, Pixar, Star 
Wars and even National Geographic. 
£5.99/month / disneyplus.com 






Samsung QE65Q90R 

★★★★★ £1999 / stuff.lv/Q90R 
Samsung has stuck to QLED... and upped its 
game to rival OLED in virtually every way. 




Sony KD-49XG9005 

★★★★★ £799 / stuff.tv/XG9005 
Other Sony TVs are bigger and slimmer, 
but none can match this one for value. 



Samsung UE43RU7020 

★★★★★ £329 / stuff.tv/RU7020 

Way better than its place in the Samsung peckin 

order suggests, this is an unassuming cracker. 


Samsung 75Q950TS 

£7999 / stuff.tv/Q950TS 


It's not like every home has even 
taken up 4K yet, so who needs 
an 8K telly? And yet, despite 
everything - the price, the lack 
of 8K content to actually watch, 
the price again - the Samsung 
75Q950TS is an absolute stormer 
in the picture stakes. Upscaling 
from lower resolutions is stunningly 
impressive; and if you positively 
must have the best images you 
can buy, along with as much 
future-proofing as possible, then 
this is currently the TV for you. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Ridiculously extravagant... but no 
other 75in TV looks quite so elegant 


Panasonic TX-55GZ1500 

£1599 / stuff.tv/GZ1500 


This isn't the biggest or most 
expensive OLED in the Panasonic 
range, but on a 'quality versus 
price' basis it's definitely one of 
the best you can buy right now. 

It's a 4K screen equipped to deal 
with any HDR standard you care 
to mention, and its handling of 
contrast has to be seen to be 
believed. Colour and dynamism 
are as good as you can get, and 
even the little integrated soundbar 
does admirable work. The GZ1500 
is the complete package. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

An excellent TV with superb HDR 
picture quality - worth every penny 



Sony KD-65XF9005 

★★★★★ £1100 / stuff.tv/KD65XF9005 

It may have a mid-range price, but this Sony’s 
4K LCD panel is still a proper belter. 



Panasonic TX-58GX800 

★★★★★ £649 / stuff.tv/58GX800 

Not the last word in picture excellence, but this 
is a lot of TV for the money. 



Panasonic TX-50GX700 

★★★★★ £349 / stuff.tv/GX700 

It's not perfect, but then it is very affordable and 
very nicely put together. 



LG 65SM9800 

★★★★☆ £1379 / stuff.tv/65SM9800 

Among the best backlit TVs around and a fine 
OLED-dodging compromise, 


FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW TELEVISIONS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-IO/TVs 




















TOP TENS SOUNDBARS 



Sennheiser Ambeo Soundbar 


£2199 / stuff.tv/AmbeoSoundbar 



Utterly convincing Dolby Atmos and DTS:X 3D sound, ample 
power and lots of inputs mean no other soundbar currently 
available can perform feats with the solidity and confidence 
of this Sennheiser. The sheer room-filling scale of this device's 
sound is remarkable, and it’s hard to think of any content 
that wouldn't benefit from being Ambeo’d. That's why, as 
well as being the biggest and the most expensive, it's the 
best you can buy. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

The Ambeo Soundbar is a big unit but the sound it 
makes is bigger still 


Already home to the biggest selection of 4K content, from 
blockbuster films and original dramas to top-flight sport, Sky 
has adopted a can’t-beat-’em-join-'em approach to streaming 
by Incorporating the likes of Spotify, Netflix and Disney+ in its 
user-friendly interface. It's also restructured its packages to make 
them more affordable and include rivals like BT Sport. The box 
has 2TB of storage, while multiroom and mobile options round 
off the most comprehensive content system money can buy. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Sky has come out fighting to move with the times and 
its selection of shows is unrivalled 



Sonos Beam 

£399 / stuff.tv/SonosBeam 
Sonos’s great-value Alexa-equipped 
soundbar offers fine audio quality and 
comes with loads of features. Look out 
also for the new Sonos Arc, combining the 
best features of the Playbar and Playbase. 
Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Compact, affordable and packed with smarts 



Amazon Fire TV Cube 

£110 / stuff.tv/FireTVCube 
The Fire TV interface is easy to use and all 
the big catch-up services are available via 
this tidy box - and best of all, Alexa voice 
control works brilliantly. You'll never have 
to worry about losing the remote again! 
Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A marvel of voice control for your telly 



B&O Beosound Stage 

from £1250 / stuff.tv/BeosoundStage 
B&O’s Stage has the performance to back 
up its premium price. The scale and weight 
of its sound are at odds with its looks, and 
this soundbar is just as capable with music 
as it is with a Dolby Atmos soundtrack. 
Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A classy offering from the tasteful hi-fi kings 



Amazon Fire TV Stick 4K 

£50 / stuff.tv/FireStick4K 
Amazon's latest streaming stick offers 4K 
plus a faster processor than its predecessor, 
and comes with the Alexa Voice Remote. 

It is very Prime-centric, but the selection 
of third-party apps is excellent. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

The best 4K streaming stick you can buy 



Vizio SB36512-F6 

★★★★★ £589 / stuff.tv/Vizio36512 
An intriguing 5.1.2 Dolby Atmos setup with 
a wireless sub and rear satellite speakers. 



Roku Streaming Stick+ 

★★★★☆ £50 / stuff.tv/RokuPlus 

This simple all-rounder is a great choice for 
the open-minded telly watcher, 



Sky Soundbox 

★★★★★ from £249 / stuff.tv/SkySoundbox 

The best-value upgrade ever... as long as 
you’ve already got Sky. 



Apple TV 4K 

★★★★☆ from £179 / stuff.tv/AppleTV4K 

Streaming boxes might be on the way out, 
but Apple’s 4K version still has its uses. 


FOR FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE PRODUCTS IN OUR TOP TEN LISTINGS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-IO 
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Apple iPad Pro (2020) 

from £769 / stuff.tv/iPadPro2020 
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CONSOLES TOP TENS 



Sony PlayStation 4 Pro 


£349 / stuff.tv/PS4Pro 


The old iPad Pro was already our favourite tablet by miles, and 
the latest update only makes it more desirable. As before, it isn’t 
cheap; but with ts huge and super-slick 120Hz Liquid Retina 
screen, ludicrously speedy internals and double-lens camera 
(like the one in the iPhone 11), this is one working device to rule 
them all. Since Apple added cursor support to iPadOS, it's also 
the best tablet to replace your laptop - and a glimpse into the 
near future of computing. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Apple’s mega-tablet evolves into an outstanding 
piece of kit and pulls even further ahead of the pack 


Yes, the PS5 is coming... but for now, the PlayStation 4 is the best 
gaming platform around - which makes the PS4 Pro the best of 
the best. Games optimised for the console look stunning on a 4K 
HDR TV, and are substantially improved by the extra grunt inside 
this slightly bigger machine. Sure, it can’t match the Xbox One X 
for sheer power or resolution, but it makes up for that with an 
impressive line-up of games - including Death Stranding, God 
of War and Dreams- and VR support. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

The system for console gamers who have a 4K TV 
and want the best catalogue of games on offer 



Microsoft Surface Go 

from £509 / stuff.tv/SurfaceGo 
Having this slinky Windows tab up your sleeve 
(not quite literally) is like carrying a mini PC at 
all times, The processor is fine for most tasks 
and the lOin screen is lovely,., but you might 
want to wait for the incoming Surface Go 2. 
Stuff says ★★★★★ 

An affordable, ultra-portable workmate 



Nintendo Switch 

£280 / stuff.tv/NintendoSwitch 
Nintendo's console earned a promotion in 
our list after it impressed us with a growing 
list of fantastic games. Plus, no other device 
here offers the joy of portable gaming. Train 
journeys will never be boring again. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

This 2-in-1 console is the real deal 



Apple iPad 

from £349 / stuff.tv/iPad2019 
If all you want a tablet for is consuming media 
and typing up the occasional Word doc, this 
is still the best option. iPadOS’s arrival also 
makes this an ideal time to invest in a new 
tablet if you haven't done so in a while. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

The basic iPad remains the best entry-level tab 



Microsoft Xbox One X 

£349 / stuff.tv/XboxOneX 
There’s no doubt the Xbox One X is the 
most powerful console here, capable of 
producing stunning 4K visuals,., but it simply 
doesn’t have the line-up of games to usurp 
the PS4 Pro from top spot. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A 4K monster held back by its game catalogue 



Microsoft Surface Pro 7 

★★★★☆ from £769 / stuff.tv/SurfacePro7 
Similar to the old model, but still one of the 
few hybrids we'd be happy to work all day on. 



Sony PlayStation 4 

★★★★★ £250 / stuff.tv/PS4 

Haven’t got a 4K TV? This is the best way to 
enjoy PlayStation's brilliant exclusives. 



Amazon Fire HD 10 

★★★★☆ from £150 / stuff.tv/FireHDIO 

Amazon obliterates the competition at the 
lower end of the tab market. 



Microsoft Xbox One S 

★★★★★ £250 / stuff.tv/XboxOneS 
No longer our Xbox of choice, but the One S 
remains a serious affordable option. 


FOR FULL REVIEWS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-IO/HOME-CINEMA & STUFF.TV/TOP-IO/GAMES-MACHINES 







TIPS& 

TRICKS 


/ 


Make sure you talk 
to strangers more 
than once - you 
never know what 
they’ll reveal. 


Brushing Arthur’s 
horse will increase 
their bond It’s what 
all good cowboys 
should do anyway 


✓ 


GAMES TOP TENS 


Red Dead 



Redemption 2 

from E25/PS4.XB1 


Believable characters, a world to lose yourself 
in, top-class voice acting and a story that 
intrigues all the way through. Warts and all, 
with improvements from other games ignored, 
this is Rockstar at its most arrogant but also its 
most powerful. Red Dead Redemption 2 trusts 
you to explore, to grow, and to let its world seep 
into your consciousness. This is a special game 
and one that was entirely worth the wait. 


Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Ultra-addictive gameplay in one of 
the greatest open worlds ever created 


VjIM 





• OR PLAY THIS 

Zelda: Breath of the Wild 

If you’re after a different kind of 
open-world experience that’s 
just as expansive and has a lot 
of heart, this is the one for you. 

£48 / Switch 



God of War 

£15 / PS4 


A lot has changed for PlayStation's 
god-slaying champion, Kratos. 

He's acquired a beard and a new 
magic axe.., but while the action 
is as breathtaking as ever, it's 
the surprisingly mature storyline 
that's the draw here, with Kratos 
learning the ropes of parenting. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

The epic return of Kratos is yet 
another phenomenal PS4 offering 




Sekiro: Shadows Die Twice 
★★★★★ from £35 / PS4, XB1, PC 

A brutally punishing action adventure that will 
get your heart a-pumping. 




Forza Horizon 4 

★★★★★ from £25 / XB1, PC 

This is a bar-raising sandbox-racing game 

experience that’s worth buckling up for. 



Final Fantasy VII Remake 

★★★★★ £46 / PS4 

The greatest remake of one of the all-time 
greatest video games, 



Gears 5 

★★★★★ £23 / XB1, PC 

Huge, thrilling and luxurious at every turn - this 
is absolutely essential. 


Resident Evil 2 

from £15 / PS4, XB1, PC 

Top to bottom, nothing in this 
game feels like a mere upgrade 
on an old formula, As polished 
and defining as recent favourites 
like God of War, RE2 will inform 
the future of the survival horror 
genre. If only RE3 could have 
matched it for sheer impact. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Highly polished and much more 
than a mere remake 



Super Mario Maker 2 

★★★★★ £40 / Switch 

One of Nintendo’s smartest ideas in years feels 
perfect for the Switch. 



Doom Eternal 

★★★★★ from £28 / PS4, XB1, Switch, Stadia, PC 
Gory and glorious, this is an adrenaline shot for 
first-person shooters. 



Animal Kingdom: New Horizons 

★★★★☆ £40 / Switch 

A life-sim with enough personality to keep you 
coming back for years, 


FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW GAMES, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/GAMES 
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ELECTRIC CARS TOP TENS 



Sphero RVR 

£2o0 / stuff.tv/SpheroRVR 


Porsche Taycan 

from £83,367 (with PiCG) /stuff.tv/Taycan 


The RVR pulls off the balance between serious coding and 
knockabout fun perfectly: it's a fast, fun all-terrain vehicle that 
you can throw about without worrying about it breaking; but 
it also has serious hi-tech chops, being compatible with the 
best low-cost programming machines around. That means 
playing with the RVR can be as simple or as complicated as 
you want: spend hours constructing the most intricate driving 
routine imaginable, or just gun the motor and tear it up. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

If you’re turned off by the mere mention of the word 
‘coding’, the RVR might just convert you 


It was about time someone took the fight to Tesla, and boy has 
Porsche delivered with the Taycan. This electric four-door saloon 
is the EV that petrolheads have been waiting for. In full-fat Turbo S 
flavour, the Taycan hits 62mph in 2.8 seconds - and adding more 
drama to proceedings is how it shifts up through its two-speed 
gearbox. The Taycan has a dynamism that can’t be matched 
by other electric cars, with a surefootedness that encourages 
you to press on. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Big power, sports-car handling and lots of clever tech 
make the Taycan the most exciting EV yet 



Lego Boost Creative Toolbox 

£150 / stuff.tv/LegoCreativeToolbox 
Building Lego is already ridiculously good fun, 
so think what great a time you’ll have when 
the completed model turns into a functioning 
robot. You can use simple coding to make it 
move, fire projectiles and play games. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

This programmable Lego kit is hard to beat 



Nissan Leaf 

from £26,845 / stuff.tv/NissanLeaf 
Nissan has really got it right with the latest 
Leaf - an accomplished family car that 
packs some serious range and performance, 
and acts as a flagship for the company’s 
most advanced driver assistance gizmos. 
Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A strong candidate for your eco-conscious cash 



Sphero Bolt 

£140 / stuff.tv/SpheroBolt 
This little rolling ball of tech is great fun, and 
educational to boot. We hope your skirting 
boards are up to taking a few knocks, but if 
your kids have any curiosity about coding it'l 
keep them entertained for months to come. 
Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Proves that learning really can be fun 



Tesla Model S 

from £82,190 / stuff.tv/TeslaS 
This sleek saloon re-writes the rules 
for all-electric performance and offers 
advanced autonomous driving tech that 
most of the other makers are only just 
beginning to explore. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A true groundbreaker among high-class EVs 



Kano Harry Potter Coding Kit 

★★★★★ £50 / stuff.tv/KanoHarryPotter 

A magical way to make coding accessible 
and fun to learn. 



Volvo XC90 T8 

★★★★★ from £68,695 / stuff.tv/XC90T8 
This plug-in hybrid 4x4 looks great and can 
tackle the twistiest routes. 



Nintendo Labo VR Kit 

★★★★☆ from £35 (+ Switch) / stuff.tv/LaboVR 

An irresistible mash-up of cardboard-folding 
adventures and lo-fi VR entertainment. 



Mini Electric 

★★★★☆ from £24,900 / stuff.tv/ M i n [Elect ric 

Battery range isn't the best, but for sheer 
Mario Kart lolz this is the Mini to buy. 


FOR UP-TO-DATE LISTINGS AND FULL REVIEWS OF ALL KINDS OF GADGETS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-IO 
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VR GAMES TOP TENS 




Oculus Quest 

from £399 / stuff. tv/OculusQuest 


Half-Life: Alyx 

from £46 / Oculus, Vive, Valve Index 


The Quest offers all manner of fully interactive, roamable virtual 
worlds that you can throw in your backpack without a single 
wire. Yes, the battery life is average, but the inside-out tracking 
and total absence of any cables make this the best all-round 
VR headset to date - and it ships with the Oculus Touch motion 
controllers included. All of Oculus's headset production has been 
badly hit by the pandemic, but here's hoping the Quest is back in 
stock by the time you read this... 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

If you’ve been waiting to board the VR bandwagon, 
the Quest might be the best reason yet to go for it 


Announcing Alyx as not only a ‘midquel’ but a VR exclusive got 
some Half-Life diehards riled up... but in classic Valve fashion, 
the end result is utterly brilliant. Alyx succeeds because its 
universe just happens to be a perfect fit for the format. It’s also 
larger and much more robust than most VR games, at a meaty 
12-15 hours. And though it unfolds at a different kind of cadence 
to past Half-Life games, it feels like a fully fledged solo campaign 
and a key part of the franchise narrative. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Valve’s beloved series returns... and offers one of the 
strongest arguments to date for VR gaming 





Valve Index 

£919 / stuff.tv/Vaivelndex 
While not revolutionary, the Index carries 
enough subtle upgrades to put it atop the 
PC-based headset pack. Everything looks 
fabulous and the controllers deliver the most 
fluid-feeling VR interactions to date. 

Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

The best of the performance-PC VR options 



Beat Saber 

from £23 / Oculus, Vive, PSVR 
Gleefully swing your twin lightsabers to 
chop blocks that are flung your way to the 
thumping beat of a song. This game has 
reinvented the rhythm genre for VR and it's 
glorious, especially on the cable-free Quest. 
Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A mesmerising musical melee 



HTC Vive Pro 

£599 (headset only) / stuff.tv/HTCVivePro 
No longer the top dog for high-end VR 
using a PC, the Vive Pro remains a strong 
headset thanks to its crisp screens and 
comfy fit. But the Valve Index beats it for 
sheer immersiveness, 

Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

Impressive, but not the best around in 2020 



Superhot VR 

from £19 / Oculus, Vive, PSVR 
There's something really cool about hiding 
behind a desk before blitzing your opponents 
with streams of bullets as if you were starring 
in your very own Matrix movie. A wonderfully 
action-packed title. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A superb 2-in-1 VR puzzler and shooter 



HTC Vive Cosmos 

★★★☆☆ £699 / stuff.tv/Cosmos 
A simple setup with potential for upgrades, 
but tough to recommend at this price. 



Astro Bot: Rescue Mission 
★★★★★ £16 / PSVR 

This 3D platformer serves up a heaped helpin 
of Mario-e sque magic. 



PlayStation VR 

★★★☆☆ from £260 / stuff.tv/PSVR 

It can deliver incredible experiences, but 
the PSVR is held back by niggling issues. 



Blood & Truth 
★★★★★ £16 / PSVR 

A rollicking PSVR-exclusive action thriller with 
brilliant set-pieces and terrific gunplay. 


FOR FULL REVIEWS, AND TO EXPLORE MORE OF THE STUFF TOP TEN LISTS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-IO 
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• TIPS& 

TRICKS 

Multiple Echo Shows 
can act as video 
walkie-talkies for 
communicating with 
lazy housemates. 

- There’s no YouTube 
or Netflix app support, 
but you can access 
both services via the 
device’s Silk browser. 

• Creating a ‘routine’ 
lets you trigger 
multiple smart home 
devices with a single 
voice prompt. 




BARGAIN 
BUY 



Amazon 
Echo Show 8 

£80 / stuff.tv/EchoShow8 


This could be the right smart display for a lot 
of people. It’s big enough for comfortable video 
chatting, and to have drivers that can fill rooms 
with music. Its display may not look as refined 
as some, and the sound won’t worry Sonos, 
but it is good enough in every area to justify 
its price. We just wish Amazon could find a way 
to iron out the politics that mean we don’t get 
YouTube and Netflix app compatibility. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

The Alexa home invasion continues 
apace with this superb smart display 



• NOW ADD THIS 
Neato Botvac Connected D7 

Say “Alexa, do the vacuuming” 
and Neato’s latest robo-vac will 
clean up all your dead skin cells. 
£799 / neatorobotics.com 



BARGAIN 
i BUY 





Google Nest Mini 

★★★★★ £49 / stuff.tv/NestMini 

Louder and cleverer than ever.., and it'll only 
improve over time with updates. 




Tado Smart Thermostat 

★★★★★ from £200 / stuff.tv/TadoV3Plus 

This heating system roasts the competition 
with its blend of simplicity and smarts, 



Ring Indoor Cam 

★★★★★ £49 / stuff.tv/Ringlndoor 

This cute little spy-cam is a bona fide bargain for 
anyone with security worries, 



Nest 3.0 

★★★★★ £175 / stuff.tv/Nest3 
A simple and mess-free smart thermostat with 
Alexa compatibility. 


Amazon Echo Dot with Clock 

£60 / stuff.tv/EchoDotClock 

Amazon’s Echo Dot smart home 
assistant has for a long time been 
one of the best bargains in tech; 
now you can get one with a clock 
on it for a few quid extra, And with 
solid Alexa performance, the Echo 
Dot with Clock is really difficult to 
fault at this price. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

It’s hard to see how the Echo Dot 
could get much better than this 


Amazon Echo (3rd gen) 

£90 / stuff.tv/Amazon Echo 

The 2nd-generation Echo was a 
great-value smart speaker.., right 
until you asked it to play music. 

But that shortcoming has been 
thoroughly addressed in v3, which 
is basically an Echo Plus without 
the ZigBee connectivity. It’s a fine 
listener and a fine speaker, 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

For a smart speaker under the £100 
mark, you can’t argue with this Echo 



Philips Hue Starter Kit 

★★★★★ from £70 (white) / stuff.tv/PhiiipsHue 

Become an indoor god with the smartest way 
I of lighting up your home remotely, 



Brisant-Secure Ultion Smart 

★★★★★ from £229 / stuff.tv/UltionSmart 

Tradition and tech partner up in a smart lock to 
please everyone. 



Dyson 360 Heurist 

★★★★☆ £800 / stuff.tv/Heurist 

Dyson's intelligent robo-vac is really pretty 
great at sucking (in a good way). 


FOR FULL REVIEWS OF THE BEST SMART HOME DEVICES, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-IO/SMART-HOME-DEVICES 





DJI Mavic Mini 

£369 / stuff.tv/MavicMini 


Sony DSC-RX100 V 

£799 / stuff.tv/RXIOOV 


The Mavic Mini definitely won’t be for everyone. If you want 
maximum control over your footage, have no qualms about 
registering your drone, need 4K capture at 60fps, are OK with 
spending the best part of a grand and consider object-tracking 
a must-have, you'll want to look elsewhere. If, however, you 
just want to get a fantastic balance of user experience, features, 
convenience and quality at a stomachable price, the Mavic Mini 
is the most accessible premium drone we've used to date. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Dinky drones don’t come more feature-packed, and 
bigger drones than this need to be registered. Win! 


It’s been around for a long time now, but this talented little Sony 
remains the top dog in our compacts list - and we're keeping 
this model above the RX100 VI (see below) and even newer 
RX100 VII simply because of the price difference. It remains 
one of the finest point-and-shoots we've ever seen, with 
a flexibility that few pocket cameras can muster. While it’s 
still not exactly cheap, this is the compact camera to buy for 
fantastic-looking snaps. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A fair bit cheaper than its newer siblings, yet this is 
close to premium point-and-shoot perfection 



GoPro Hero8 Black 

£329 / stuff.tv/Hero8Black 
GoPro fends off the DJI challenge by giving 
its latest flagship action cam even better 
stabilisation skills plus 4K 60fps video, a 
range of wide angles, waterproofing and 
fast/slow timelapse capture. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

The most stable action cam we’ve ever used 



Panasonic Lumix TZ200 

£569 / stuff.tv/TZ200 
This Panasonic compact is a significant 
upgrade from the TZ100, offering extra 
reach with the zoom lens, better colour 
reproduction, and an improved experience 
when using the electronic viewfinder. 
Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Small, neat and not dramatically overpriced 



DJI Osmo Action 

£329 / stuff.tv/OsmoAction 
The image stabilisation is sensational and the 
face-optimised metering makes DJI’s action 
cam an ideal choice for vloggers. It has some 
idiosyncrasies, but this is a smart shooter that 
captures great footage without faff. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Despite a few quirks, this is a stellar cam 



Sony DSC-RX100 VI 

£979 / stuff.tv/RXIOOVI 
A true all-rounder that shoots 24fps 
at full resolution and has stunningly fast 
autofocus, topped off with a whopping 
8x zoom lens that’s quite spectacular 
for such a tiny camera. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A dinky yet luxurious point-and-shoot 



Insta360 One R 

★★★★★ from £300 / stuff.tv/lnstaOneR 

A versatile and powerful action cam that's 
absolutely stuffed with features. 



Panasonic Lumix LX100 
★★★★★ £449 / stuff.lv/LX100 

One of the most capable compacts on the 
market, with superb stills and HD video, 



DJI Mavic 2 Pro 

★★★★★ £1349 / stuff.tv/Mavic2Pro 

Superbly responsive in the air, this is the gold 
standard in portable flyers. 



Fujifilm X100F 

★★★★★ £769 / stuff.tv/XIOOF 

The best street shooter around if you don't 
need the flexibility of interchangeable lenses. 


FOR FULL REVIEWS, AND TO EXPLORE MORE OF THE STUFF TOP TEN LISTS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-IO 




TOP TENS I SYSTEM CAMERAS 
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TIPS& 

TRICKS 

Pre-shot ES mode 
starts taking photos 
and adding them to 
the buffer as soon as 
you half-press. 

Sports Finder mode’s 
display enables you 
to see what’s about 
to come into frame 
for moving shots. 

Tapping an area on 
the 3in touchscreen 
will let you set the 
focus point or take 
an instant shot 




Fujifilm X-T3 

£899 / stuff.tv/FujifilmXT3 


It's really hard to find anything bad to say about 
the X-T3 - it’s just consistently great in so 
many ways. Fuji has looked at virtually every 
feature on the X-T2 and upgraded it. With 
substantial tweaks made to the pro-level 
video options, the high-res EVF, the super-fast 
autofocus and the burst shooting, what you're 
left with is an all-round beast of a camera in a 
small, beautiful form. As APS-C shooters go, it’s 
the best there s. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

An incredible stills shooter with video 
smarts to match 



• NOW ADD THIS 

Manfrotto 190 Go! Carbon Fibre Tripod 

You no longer have an excuse for 
wobbly photos with this carbon-fibre 
tripod. It weighs just 1.35kg. 

£239 / wexphotovideo.com 






Panasonic Lumix G9 

★★★★★ £899 / stuff.tv/LumixG9 

The G9 is the best Lumix camera to date and 
a fine choice for wildlife or action photography. 



Sony A6500 

★★★★★ £1018 / stuff.tv/A6500 

A cracking system cam for action photography, 
but stick with the A6300 if your budget is tight. 



Fujifilm GFX 50R 

★★★★★ £3199 / stuff.tv/GFX50R 

The ultimate image quality in a medium-format 

camera that’s not too ridiculously huge to carry. 


Sony A7 III ; Fujifilm X-T30 

£1749 / stuff.tv/SonyA7iii £649 / stuff.tv/XT30 



Canon EOS 80D 

★★★★★ £787 / stuff.tv/80D 

The 80D is so easy to use that even a toddler 

would get some great shots with it. 


The A7 III manages to pack in a lot 
of technology and desirability for 
less than £2000. It's a fantastic 
all-rounder that's well suited to 
a bunch of shooting scenarios, 
coping well with landscapes, 
portraits, and even a little bit 
of high-speed sport shooting. 

As a camera design it's admittedly 
not the prettiest thing we've ever 
seen, but it handles well for its 
compact size. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A fantastic all-rounder that excels 
in low-light conditions 


While the X-T3 is a more powerful 
camera, particularly for video, 
the X-T30 does a brilliant job 
of distilling the pricier model's 
essential appeal into a cheaper, 
more compact body. Not only is 
it richly equipped when it comes 
to both video and stills shooting 
options, but it's designed so that 
photographers have lots of control 
at their fingertips.., and the image 
quality is superb. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Versatile, compact, powerful, stylish 
and not insanely expensive 



Nikon Z6 

★★★★★ £1549 / stuff.tv/Z6 

A top-notch and reasonably sized mirrorless 
camera from the optical experts. 



Nikon D850 

★★★★★ £2499 / stuff.tv/D850 

This super-cam has enough fantastic features 

to excel in pretty much any situation, 



Sony A6100 

★★★★★ £679 / stuff.tv/A6100 

Fine features make this mirrorless Sony an ideal 
first step into ‘serious’ photography. 


FOR FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW CAMERAS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-IO/SYSTEM-CAMERAS 


• Prices quoted are for body only unless otherwise stated 





• TIPS& 

TRICKS 

• Dip into the display 
settings to switch 
from the standard 
4:3 aspect ratio to fit 
your widescreen TV. 

• Switch the language 
settings to Japanese 
and you can play 
vastly different 
versions of games. 

• Struggling with the 
old-school difficulty? 
Hold down the start 
button to use one of 
four save slots. 



& BUDGET BUYS TOP TENS 


Sega Mega Drive Mini 

£70 / stuff.tv/MegaDriveMini 


There'll always be rows and online feuds 
over whether Nintendo's or Sega's games 
are better, but the Mega Drive Mini wins 
the miniature retro console war in terms of 
the faithful recreation of both hardware and 
software - especially as there are 42 games 
included. It’s taken a long time to get here, 
but as the saying goes, to be this good takes 
ages - and the Sega is the must-buy console 
of the moment. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Sega’s back - and this really is the 
ultimate mini gaming machine 


• NOW ADD THIS 

Retro-Bit Official 6-Button Controller 

A must for fans of fighting games, this 
six-button USB pad is also compatible 
with PCs, Macs and even the Switch. 
£26 / amazon.co.uk 



SNES Classic Mini 

£80 / stuff.tv/ClassicMini 

Why splash out over £200 on a 
games console when you can get 
the SNES Classic Mini for so much 
less? You get 21 titles pre-installed 
on this nostalgia-inducing little 
machine, including the likes of 
Super Metroid, A Link to the Past 
and Super Mario World. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Retro-minded Nintendo fans won’t 
find better value anywhere 




Moto G8 Plus 

★★★★★ £240 / stuff.lv/G8Plus 

Classic Moto: a smart, well-equipped and 
capable smartphone for under £250. 




SoundMagic TWS50 

★★★★★ £79 / stuff.tv/TWS50 

Expertly judged wireless in-ear performance at 
an eye-catching price. 




Ring Indoor Cam 

★★★★★ £49 / stuff.tv/Ringlndoor 

This cute little spy-cam is a bona fide bargain for 

anyone with security worries. 



Ultimate Ears Wonderboom 2 

★★★★★ £90 / stuff.tv/Wonderboom2 

A rugged little wonder that'll bring a sonic boost 
to any occasion. 


Amazon Echo Dot with Clock 

£60 / stuff.tv/EchoDotClock 

Amazon’s Echo Dot smart home 
assistant has for a long time been 
one of the best bargains in tech; 
now you can get one with a clock 
on it for a few quid extra, And with 
solid Alexa performance, the Echo 
Dot with Clock is really difficult to 
fault at this price. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

It’s hard to see how the Echo Dot 
could get much better than this 



Ikea Frekvens 

★★★★☆ from £65 / stuff.tv/Frekvens 
These modular speakers and lights reaffirm our 
love of the boffins in the big blue building. 



Samsung Galaxy A51 

★★★★☆ £329 / stuff.tv/A51 

The Galaxy A51 is bursting with great features 
and excels for movies and music 



Ryze Tello 

★★★★☆ £100 / stuff.tv/Tello 

Rule the skies without breaking the bank 
courtesy of this affordable toy drone. 


FOR FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THESE GADGETS, AND TO EXPLORE MORE TOP TEN LISTS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-IO 






Deck specs 

Early VCR tapes stored 
45 minutes, with a square 
format to fit machines like 
:his Philips N1500, launched in 
1972. Four years later it was a 
two-way battle between 
VHS and poor old 


1972-2016 


RANDOM ACCESS MEMORIES 


h, the good old days of home 
cinema, before you had to put 
up with buffering and DRM. 

Either you're joking or your ‘old 
days' were much ‘gooder’ than ours. We were 
there, you see. You’d glance fearfully at your 
VCR deck, prepared for a futile battle with a 
machine that looked thrillingly futuristic but 
had the heart of a mechanical sadist. Even 
with the better VHS decks of the late 70s 
and into the '80s, you’d get the wonderful 
experience of nearly breaking your fingers 
trying to force down the metal ‘rec’ and ‘play’ 
lever-style keys to tape your favourite show. 


Get with it, grandad — tapes are all the rage 
these days! VHS FTW! 

It's hard to understand why people claim to 
like this stuff today, although VHS's popularity 
at the time made sense. VCRs were affordable 
and revolutionised home entertainment: 
shows you liked could be taped and rewatched 
whenever you fancied, rather than when 
schedulers deemed them worth airing again, 
And commercial tapes got you a home copy 
of a cinematic classic in return for some cash. 
Sure, Star Wars on a CRT telly that took up 
half your living room wasn't on a par with going 
to the flicks, but it sure beat Gardeners' World. 


See, now you’re remembering the fun times 
and gagging for more tapey goodness! 

No - because the reality of playing anything 
was something else entirely. Perhaps you’d 
first need to rewind the tape, a process that 
seemingly took several months (longer if you 
needed to get to a specific bit). Picture quality 
was somewhere between mediocre and 
shocking — not least if the tracking went 
nuts, transforming your viewing into a 
flickering mess. And whatever issues you 
might have with Amazon Prime and Netflix, 
they never decide 'play' means 'dinnertime' 
and unceremoniously chew up your film, 


DON’T MISS THE NEXT ISSUE! ON SALE 9 JULY 


Words Craie Grannell 





















Wants 

Howe 




way ahead 


TOUCHSCREEN 

BUTTONS 

FAST GPS PERFORMANCE 
LARGE 3.5" HI-RES SCREEN 
LONG BATTERY LIFE (18 HRS} 


BLUETOOTH AND WI-FI 
WATERPROOF (IP68) 
SHOCKPROOF (IK7) 
GPS/GLONASS/GALILEO 
BAROMETRIC ALTIMETER 


Available online and from leading outdoor stores 

satmap.com I sales@satmap.com I 01372 869 0 






















